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in adensely populated country, with a barren || very strongly. If it is in that sense the Senator | whole matter which we had previously devolved 
coil and a severe climate. The only productions || applies the term to the distinguished citizen of | upon the Territory. If | underst correctly 
which we have to boast of are men and women, || Pennsylvania, (Mr. Buchanan,) when he says | the action of the people of Kansas, they h ve, 
and they have been accustomed, from time imme- || ‘* he will come m,”’ | have no doubt it is strictly | through their Legislature, p d w requiring 
morial, to go out and people every region that | and literally true—he wills it most earnestly and all voters to | ns ¢ United States and 
has been ope ned to them, and ¢ carry with them | strongly. inhabitants of the Territory. Tl provision 
the institutions which have made their own land As the honorable Senator has ventured an) which I have moved to strike « nova- 
what it iss My sympathies are for them, and || opinion, I suppose itis in order for me to ven- | tion on what they provided for thet vers 
not for the colored race in this regard. ture one; particularly as we did not pass that I think that if we limit the elective franchise in 
[ do not wish to disclaim any sympathy for amendment to the rules the other day which | the Territory to citizen { 1 States. and 
the colored race here, or elsewhere. One of the || provided that we should confine ourselves strictly fp those « ntitled to vote in the States from whence 
wo testimonials I ever received in my life | to the question under debate. I have no doubt" they come, all the objections which have been 
came from the colored citizens of Boston, in tes- || that the distinguished gentleman from Pennsyl- || urged with force and yy y the doc- 
m po of the zeal with which I had defended || vania will come in if he can. I have no doubt || trine of squatter sovereignty are obviated. Ifa 
them when the strong arm of this Government || that he earnestly desires it and hopes it and || man is capable of self-rovern i is entitled 
undertook, unrighteously, to oppress them im- || expects it, and that his purposes in this desire | to all the rights of a freeman ina State, he should 
mediately after the enactment of the fugitive slave || are highly patriotic; that he hag such an eminent || lose none of those riehts | Vv £0 into a Terri- 
= I do not stand here to disclaim any sym- || opinion of his own just and patriotic purposes || tory; but if you confer on persons residing in the 
thy with them on this oc casion, from any | — he thinks the —— could be better served | Territories the privileee of lective franchise 
re sire to wipe out one word I have ever said, or || by his elevation than by that of any other man. || who are excluded from it by W f dif- 
one act | have ever done, in their behalf; but I |} But let me tell the Senator, and everybody else, | ferent States, every Senator living in t twenty- 
say that in this matter | am governed by an that this is a matter of opinion after all, and || four States which requires citizenship, who vives 
entirely different feeling. I am governed by a || nothing but opinion. I have actually heard of || such a vote, reflects on the propriety of the legis- 
desire to do justice to those of my own race who || gentlemen who do entertain a different opinion, || lation of his own State. , 
vo gone, and may go, out to pe ople this Ter- || and a very widely different one, and who think But, sir, it was not my purpose to eo into the 
tory. Ifthe Missouri compromise is to remain |) that the ** will’’ will be all he will have,and that | discussion of the subject. I} leave to call the 
epeale d, as repealed it is; if that is to be the || when the reality comes, the result will be very || attention of the Senate, for a very few moments, 
settled law of the land, and my fellow-citizens of || different. to the origin of this measure I have found, in 
the New England States and ‘the free North are | But, sir, it does not become us to boast upon | the practice of the law, that it is frequently 
invited on this theater to ¢ ompete with those who || the future. It was said by the notorious Captain || proper and right to revert to first principles. 1 
would introduce different institutions, and a || Dugald Dalgetty,in the Legend of Montrose , that propose to do so now. I believe that the Presi- 
guarantee of perfect freedom is made to them, [ || it did not become him that put off his armor to || dent of the United Stat d the iirman of 
want to hold you to that pledge; I want you to || boast like him that putit on. It has been, I be- || the Committee on Territories have been more 
see that this guarantee of perfect freedom is || lieve, generally supposed that this was a perver- || unjustly assailed than any men have been in this 
something more than an unmeaning word. When |} sion of Scripture, and was excused only by the || country within my day." It will not be expected 
they go there, and are about to enter on the en- || circumstance that, when the captain s: aid it, he |! of me. nor would it be proper for me, to attempt 
joyment of th: ut perfect freedom which you have || could not undress himself. That was the reason || a defense of those distineuished rentlemen: but, 
guarantie d to them, [ do not want them insulted || why he could not boast when he put off hisarmor || so long as I have a right to speak here, and feel 
with a declaration that that freedom is to be exer- || like he could when he put it on. In my judg- || that 1 am responsible to any extent for any act 
cised only on the contingency that, if they main- || ment, boasting in any way does not bec ome us. || that is denounced as improper and wro! lL con- 
tain a side of the question different from that of || It does not become us now because of the uncer- | sider that it would be unmanly in m to take 
their opponents, they do it at the risk of at least || tainty of the future, and magnanimity willforbid | my portion of th responsibility. Sir, every man 
two years in the penitentiary, and as much longer || it when the contest is over. I trust that, then, |) who voted forthe passace of the Kansas-Nebraska 
sa judg ve may see fit tose nd them there. || whoever has the laurels will wear them gracefully bill, is just as responsible as those who originated 
wr is for those who have gone there and found || If they fall on the distinguished citizen of Penn- | it. If an individual thinks proper to bring for- 
these hopes disap pointed—it is for those who | sylvania, I shall do gracefully what everybody || ward any measure here, and | have not the man- 
hi ive gone there, and, instead of law, found vio- || else must do—either gracefully or not—submit. || liness to vote against it if it be wrong, I ought 
lence—it is for those who have gone there, and, || We shall have no civil war, no valent and | || to share my portion of the responsibility for it 
instead of defense, have found Oppression —~s is || trust in the patriotism and intelligence and in- What are the facts connected with this ques- 
for those who have gone there, and found a foe || tegrity of the citizens of that State, thatif Mr. || tion? The chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
more deadly, more fatal, more cruel, than any of |} Frémont comes in, they will submit eo grace || ritories [Mr. Doveras] reported a bill in the 
the pioneers of New E nele ind found in the sav ages || and dignity; and more especially will they be in- || very language of the Utah and New Mexico bi ll, 
of the forest,—it is on their behalf that I spe ‘ak; || clined to do so if the ‘y help to bring ane sucha |} with the exce ppion of the names and boundaries 
and it is for them that I feel whatever sympathy || result themse ‘Ives, as Lam told it is most highly || of the Te rritories. A Senator from Kentu ky, 
] may have expressed on this occasion. || probable they will. not now a member of this body, [Mr. Dixon, 
I know, sir, that itis fi ishionable, and perhaps Having made these suggestions, I sit down in || offered an amendment to it. That bill, you wil 
popular, on all these occasions, to have a fling at || redemption of my pledge not to make a long || recollect, sir, provided that the States to be formed 
negro philanthropy. Indeed, it became so popu- || speech, and leave the subject for the Senate to out of these Territories, should come into the 
lar, that | believe it was fashion ible at first to |} decide. Union with or without slavery, precisely in ac- 
call everybody who sympathized with these || Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I shall not |! cordance with the provisions of the compromise 
notions, a ** Black Republic an.’? When it was || detain the Senate many minutes. I rise to move || measures of 1850, which had received the sanction 
found that that term did not fix reproach quite || an amendment to the bill, in the eleventh section, || of all partie s in this country, with the small ex- 
distinetly enough on them, the later and more |} by striking out the words, ‘ including all persons ception of the Abolitionists in the North. This 
improved cognomen with which we are an- || who shall have filed their declaration of intention rovision was in the very lancuage of the laws 


nounced to the world is that of ‘‘ negro wor- 
shipers.”’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator should bear in 
mind that the phrase *‘ negro worshiper’’ was 
applied by the leading organ of the Frémont par- 
ty, the New York Herald. 

Mr. HALE. I have not gone into fractions. 
I have taken the whole together; all belong to 
one school, who deal in epithets of this sort ; 
and I have not undertaken to separate them 
distinctly. I say it has become fashionable 
and popular for gentlemen to indulge in these 
flings. Perhaps it is more excusable in the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania at this 
time than in almost anybody else, because he 
feels exultant that a distinguished citizen of his 
own State is nominated for the highest office 
within the gift of the people, and indulges in the 
sure confidence e that he **will come in.”’ * Will,”’ 
if you look at it in the Dictionary, has several 
meanings ; sometimes it means desire, and some- 
times absolute ce rtainty of what is going to take 
place. A man wills a thing when he desires it 
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| to become such, in compliance with the natural- 


| 
| 


| bill, as the Clayton amendment, 


ization laws of the United States.’’ This will 
confine the right of suffrage to ‘* free white male 
citizens of the United States.’’ This amendment 
was known, in the original Kansas-Nebraska 
It is not my 
purp se to originate a discussion on this ques- 
tion; I only wish a vote of the Senate on it. I 


| may be permitted, however, to remark that we 


are now differently circumstanced from the con- 
dition in which we were placed at the time when 
the vote was taken on the amendment of the 
Senator from Delaware to the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill. The House of Representatives is a different 
body; and, so far as we can judge of the sym- 
pathie s of that House, we have every reason to 
believe that they are dispos d to concur with the 
people of Kansas in confining the elective fran- 
chise to citizens of the United States, being 
| inhabitants of the Territory. 

It occurs to me—and this is one of the greatest 
doubts and difficulties I have in reference to this 
bill—that we are taking into ovr own hands the 


| your uncon 


of 1850. The Senator from Kentucky, how ever, 
moved an amendment repealing the Missouri re- 
striction; and you will recollect, Mr. President, 
as well as other Senators, what he said on that 


subject. Said he—I speak from memory, not 
his from that 

** You propose by this bill to authorize the States 

to be formed out of this So ance ase into 

the Union with or without slavery, as the 


there May ent k proper to determine: 


having read speech day to this 


pe ople 


t during 


its territ i! existe nee you have on your statute- 
book an express p rol Libit ion against the institu- 
tion.”’? ‘*'This,’’ said he, ‘*is a mockery: repeal 


titutional law, and allow every man 
to go there who may think proper with his pro- 
perty, and then this provision will | have signifi- 
cance and meaning.”’ 

What would | 


chairman and the ¢ 


ive been the consequence if the 
‘ommittee on Territories had 
persists d in the bill whieh the y origin lly pro- 
posed? Every southern man, I undertake to Say, 
who voted for that bill, would have voted for the 
amendment. There were several Senators on 








wk et 





aa es 


JEP) kept BRATS 


~~ 


i 
| 


1522 


this floor 
believed in their cor 


from the non-slaveholding States, who 
‘jences that the Missouri 


| 


|b ew remarks on this subject; 
re 


— ws” visheion of the Constitution, 
und t did not feel called upon to 
p! repeal, they would have been com- 
' ) the question was presented to them 
of } tuating or repet aling it, in justice to their 

BES «, to yote for its repeal, ¢ is much as 

tits original enactment. Thus, you per- 

ceive ld have been passed without the aid | 
of th iairman of the Committee on Territories 

But, sir, it is due to that distinguished Se nator 
to sa t t, when nN this proposition was made b Vv | 
Mr. Dixo airman rose and stated that he 
understood the bill reported to be the same pre- 
‘ y in its effect as the proposed amendment. 
It wa » understood by all the compromise men 
of the South at least. We claimed it as a 
legitimate result from the compromise measures; 
but then he was asked, ** If it has that effect, why 
notexpressiy say so in the bill??? He had no 
alternative. ‘The question was presented to him, 
and | va mmpelled to take the one side or the 
other. He did take the right side, as [ think; 
and although | may be considered as attempting 
to take f m some of the credit of originating 
this measure, | say the blame that has been 
heaped on him has been unjust, and every man 
who voted for it is as much to blame as the 
‘ if any blame is to be attached to the 
a 

I'he President‘has been abused and denounced 
throu ut the whole North, until men believe, 
as firmly as if it were true, that the President 
wa » blame in this matter. Why, sir, we 
vassed the Jaw, and sent it to him, and forced 
1m either to approve or veto it. He did not 
originate the messure; and, though I cannot 


undertake to speak for him, I presume he never 
ts. of the intention of the Senator 
y to introduce the proposition which 
forward here for our action. When 
the question was presented to him he was com- 
pelle d to take one side or the other, and, like the 
Senator oan Illinois, he took, as | think, the 
right side of the question—the only side that 
any unprejudiced man who is willing to do unto 
others as he would have others do unto him 
would take. Now, permit me to say, in regard 
to the course pursued by the chairman of the 
committee, that, although he did not originate 
this’ measure, the ability with which he sustained 
and supported it, and aided ine arrying it through, 


dreamt or he 
from Kentucl 
was brought 


entitles him to the everlasting gré atitude, not of 
the southern people, f ‘or I deny and repudiate 
the idea of its being a southern or a northern 


question, but the gratitude of the lovers of right 
and freedom throughout the world, or, at least, 
United States. 

Sir, itis the greatest mist 


lil the 
ake in the world to 
suppos 
hye rn 


ust taken his se 


Oot the sout 


pe oo ile. ‘The Senator who has 
{Mr. Hae] says he is main- 
ay the pe ople of New England, 


tainine the right 


of the Anglo-Saxon race, of white peoj le. W hy, 

, he is trying to deprive them of their rights, 
and we are trying to maintain their rights. We 
are say that northern people when they go to 


aright to establish slavery if 
r, and Congress has no right to 


‘Territory sala 
they think prop 


that this agitation is purely for the benefit | 


prevent them doing so, We say the same thing | 
sto the South. It is altogether a mistake to 
ip that we are contending purely for the 
tsof the South. We are contending for the | 
; North as well as of the South. We 


or the right of the people who may 
‘to go to a Territory, whether from 
muth, toestablish just such institu- 
y may think proper. That is the whole 
case; and is it not astonishing that so 
ment can be got up in the country, 
inf out of so plain and simple a matter? 
id that there was a great violation 
faith tm the repe al of a law passed by 
in regard to a Territory that had no 


babitant in it, and was not destined to | 
:ve one for a third of e century from that time, | 


ugh h 


people to say what their institutions should | 
be. A mere legislative act, it is said, was acom- 


mise! Whatkindofac ‘ompromise? Aggres- | 


sion onthe one side, and concession on the other. 
Fuat is the whole of it If I were to consume 
an hour I ceuld not make it'more clear. Missouri | 


at repeal was nece ssary in order to allow | 


| part, perhaps, of those 


| granted, 


had A right to come into the Union. 
no consideration given; there was no compromise; 


|| Whether, under the pressure of circumstances 


it was a mere legislative act which the same Con- 
gress, nd every Congress from that day to this, 
had aright to repeal. There is nothing i in that 
m pre dt uce ane xe ited state of feeling and blood- | 
ed; but it is owing to a diseased state of the | 
bl mind in reference to this subject. If this 
had not oceurred, other things would have oc- 


curred to make the s 
ibout it. 


ame excitement; 
qui ape I need only refer to the fact, 
that a sl 
can excite one whole section of the Confe ‘derac V 

almor t to madness When such a state of feel- 
Ing exists, ¢ hears’ not to any one cause the evils 
which now rage in the land. 

t was not my purpose to make 

hat great in had been done to the Presi- 
United States and the chairman of the 
Committee on ‘Territories; I did believe that I, 
together with ¢ very other member of this body, 
who voted for the act of 1852, should be held 
equally responsible. Ifit be wrong, I think the 
responsibility should rest on all who voted for it. 
You should nots 
the chairman of its committee, and heap on him 
the abuse that has been piled on him. Why not 
jour it out on all of us who are equally responsi- 
ve for the act? 

[ have said, sir, that there was a misapprehen- 
sion in reference to the character of this struggle. 
Instead of contending exclusively for the nghts 
of the South to carry slaves into this Territory, 
[again repeat, we are contending for the rights 
of the North as well as of the South. There are 
now, or were in 1850, when the census was taken, 
over seven thousand persons born in the non- 


slaveholding States, residing in the slaveholding 
Stati 


injustice 
dent of the 


and | have never known a single individual, what- 
ever might have been his ‘prejudices at home 
against the institution of slavery, who, when he 
went to the South where it existed, and saw its 
yractical effect on the country, and saw the bless- 
nes of the ré el ti01 } of master and se rvant, and 


~~ 


eos was his ““ st rien did 1 not sabia use of she 
first money he got, sufficient for the purpose, to 
buy a slave as his family servant. ‘There may 


be exceptions; of course [do not know anything 


3. I have known many of those persons, | 


cht personal difficulty between two men | 


more than a | 
but I did believe | 


select the mere organ of the body, 


like one half, or one fourth, or even a hundredth | 


living in the South who 
were born inthe North; but there is no exception, 
within my knowledge, to this rule. I take it for 
that those left behind are of the same char- 


| acter; and those who have emigrated to Kansas 


are the same character of men. I 
predict n ae is amatter of opinion, and every 


man isentitled to his opinion; I judge of the future 


by the past, under similar circumstances—that 
if Kansas should be established as aslaveholding 
State, nine tenths of those sent out by the emi- 


grant aid societies, and others, for the purpose of 
making ita free State, will spend the first money 
they have, after they become settled there, for a 
slave. ‘They will contend as long as possible, 
perhaps; but after it becomes a slaveholding 
» very first money they get—pe rhaps the 
very money given them by the aid society—will 
be inid out bo the pure hase of negroes as fi amily 
servants to wait on them. I have no doubt of it. 
The most ultra and extreme men we have in the 
South, tiie: most tenacious, in reference to the 
rights of the south, are from the non-slavehold- 
ing States. 

Now, a: as to the bill itself, Ido not know 
whether I shall finally vote for it or not. I shall 
listen patie tly to the discussion, and make up 
my mind. I have some objections to it. 
serious obje ction is, as to the di inger of the pre- 
cedent of admitting a State into the Union before 
she has sufficient population to defray the neces- 
sary expenses of a State government, 


other House. 
a new doctrine inaugurated—that a Territory 
should have a population at least sufficient for 
two members, before being admitted as a State. I 
am aware that there are peculiar circumstances 
surrounding us in this case. There were peculiar | 


| circumstances surrounding the Congress of 1820, 


| 


which induced them to “adopt a measure that 
would not have been adopted under other circums 


undertake to | 


My most | 


and to | 
entitle her to a Representative on the floor of the | 
In fact, I would much prefer to see | 
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| 
“Tiere was sll atance s. 


there is no || 


that the northern people are, by their papers talk 


J uly 1 


These prece cedents become dangerous. 
shall vote for this bill, i in order to save the co, I 
try from what appears to be a very serious dif 
culty, I have not yet determined in my Own min d. 
I have not the hope of the Senator from Pen. 
sylvania, that the passage ree any measure heen 
will settle this difficulty, to the extent that he 
believes; nor the election of any man as Presiden ts 
nor anything within human compass, unless by 
directing public attention to some more excit ing 
question. ‘That is the only resort in oe 
should have confidence for settling this a Titati 
subject. 

When I see the people so misled as I perceive 
i- 
ing about the aggressions of the South and remain- 
ing uncontradicte d, I am not astonished at the 
state of public feeling which exists there. ‘ Ao. 
cressions of the South!’? What aggressions: 
Simply to ask of the Congress of the United 
States, and of the people of the United States 
be let alone. The South only 


9 WwW 


that th 


asks 


| northern States shall ds al with her as she has 
| dealt, and still intends to deal, with the people of 
the non-slaveholding States. This is all we have 


| ever asked, 


| there. The original bill, as proposed to us by the 
| Senator from Georgia, confines the right of suf 








| doctrines on this subject. 


| right of suffrage. 
| beyond that class. 


and all we ever intend to ask. Ont 
of that simple, and, as would appear to me, most 
reasonable desire to be let alone , you see 

citement and the cry of oppression of th: 
holders! Why, sir, in some of the non-slave- 
holding States, they really feel that they are 

oppressed by the slaveholde rs; but that has been 
so aptly illusir rated by my friend from Kentuc ky 
to-day, that 1 shall not consume the time of ihe 
Senate upon it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi will be adopt- 
ed. It will be remembered that so far as the peo- 
ple of this Territory could manifest any spinion 
on the subject, they have by their Tope ‘ka con 
stitution, as it is called, shown their will that none 
but natural born or naturalized citizens of the 
United States should enjoy the right of suffrage 


» the ¢ To 
: slave- 





frage to the same class of voters—citizens of the 


| United States, either natural born or naturalized. 
| ‘To them the right of 
| clusively belongs. 
| out a hand to foreigners to get in their 


suffrage properly and ex- 
Why we should be reaching 
votes, | 
cannot conceive. 

The motion of the Senator from Mississippi, 
as I understand it, is simply to strike out the 
clause in the eleventh section, which extends th 
right of suffrage to those who have merely declared 
their intention to become citizens of the United 
States. Why, sir, a declaration gives them no 
more right than is possessed by a foreigner who 
has made no such declaration at all. I doubt 


| whether the Congress of the United States can 


constitutionally confer on any but a citizen the 
right of suffrage. It is *‘ we the people of th 
United States’? who made this Constitution, and 
all its general provisions have in view the exer- 
cise of the rights of government, so far as thie 
people are concerned, by the people of the United 
States. But I will not go into that matter. It is 
unnecessary to debate any disputed constitutional 
Our true policy is to 
the United States the 
I am unwilling to extend it 


corfine to the citizens of 


Sir, the right of suffrage is the great organic 
power by which this Government, in all itr de- 
partments, is moved and exercise d;and if we mean 
to continue itas a republican, American form of 
Government, it isa species of sacrilege to giv: 
the right to vote, and by that means to control the 
Government of this country, to any other than 
American citizens. This right is the scepter, 
the crown, of the citizen of “the United States, 
and I will not take it from his brow, nor suffer it 
to be done, if I can prevent it, to be placed on 
the brow of any one else. Let him be my fellow- 
citizen, whether by birth or by adoption, accord- 
ing to the laws of my country. To him belongs 
this right, and to him it shall be confined, so far 
as my “action can affect it. I hope the amend- 
ment will prevail. I do not intend to enlarge on 


this subject, or to waste the time of the Senate in 
debating it. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, July 1, 1856. 
e House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


1 Prayer 
by Rev. Henry C. 


Dean, Chi iplain of the Senate. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that that body had passed a resolution 
snd bills of the following titles; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the H¢ Use : 

A resolution toenable the Secretary of State to 
pay to certain clerks in the Department of State 
the same compensauion as has been pi aid to the 

rks of the same grade in the other Executive 
Departments, 

An act authorizing the issue of an additional 
number of stand of arms for the use of the State 
of California; 

An act forthe relief of Richard W. Meade; and 

An act to extend the charter of the President 
and Directors of the Fireman’s Insurance Com- 
pany of Washington and Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the motion submitted yesterday by 
the genteman from Virginia, [Mr. Goope,] 
reconsider the vote by which the bill for the 
admission of the State of Kansas into the Union 
was rejected by the House. 

Mr. GOODE. I rise for the purpose of with- 
drawing that motion. 

Mr. BARCLAY. LIrise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I propose this morning to submit the 
motion to this House to reconsider the bill of the 
House, (No. 181,) which was lost on yesterday, 
providing for the admission of the State of Kansas 
into the Union. I will say, in connection with 
this subject, that my vote yesterday went to 
indicate my preference for the proposition made 
by the gentleman from Georgia above all others. 
I now submit the motion to reconsider, for the 
purpose of giving expression to the sentiments 
which I entertain upon the subject. I believe 
that the people of any Territory of the Union 
have a legal and inalienable right to assemble, 
and frame a constitution and State government, 
without the authority of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. With the leave of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, the Chair will state the 
question to the House. ‘The gentleman moves 
to reconsider the vote by which, on yesterday, 
the House rejected the bill for the admission of 
Kansas into the Union as a State. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I wish to indicate by this 
motion—though I prefer, as [ have already said, 
the mode of settlement submitted in the other 
b ranch of Congress, and shall cordially vote for 
it when it comes up here for action—that I believe 
in this doc saunaiion the formation of territorial 
governments is an assumption without any con- 
stitutional authority; but that the people going 
into the Territories have a perfect and clear right 
to form their own governments, er to either 
admit or exclude slavery, and the right to frame 
any system they see fit for their own regulation, 
provided it be not inconsistent with public mo- 
rality. 

My motion is made with another purpose. In- 
dictments have been found, in Kansas, against 
men from my own State. Forwhat? For treason, 
sir! I wish to express my disapprobation, by 
this measure, of that procee ding. Indeed, l have 
been informed that there is a warrantin the hands 

of the marshal of this District for the arrest ofa 
distineuished and honorable gentleman of my 
State. He is a law-abiding man, yet he is to be 
arrested for treason. And I wish to say to this 
House, to the people of the country, and to the 
people of Kansas, that I look on that whole pro- 
ceeding as the most farcical and absurd the world 
ever witnessed. I desire to evincea decided dis- 
sent to that course of procee ding. Sofaraslam 
concerned, | am disposed to grent to the peo le 
of Kansas all their constitutional rights, a I 
wish to have them prote cted in those rights. 

It is for these specific purposes, Mr. Speaker, 
that I make the motion to recons our I again 
express my decided preference for the plan of 
settlement of this question, propose di in the Sen- 
ate on yesterday. if it reaches this House I shall | 
cordially vote for it. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, itis much to 
be regretted, in questions creating so much ex- 
citement in this House, that, after they have been 
cot through with, some gentleman can always 
be found who can be reached by 
known to the re st of us. It is indeed very muc! 
to be regretted that, after we hav ° 
the excitement of a cont the one of yester- 
day, there should be those who hang on to the 
skirts of a party in such emergencies, and who 
can be reached by persuasion, or in some other 
way, and that, too, when they have had every 
opportunity thoroughly to understand the ques- 
tion before it was taken and decided by solemn 
vote. 

Mr. BARCLAY. Ihave noth 
rentleman has said. Wiil 
repeat it? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot repeat it—my health 
wil] not permit me to do so. In what I have said in 
relation to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 
have notimpeached his integrity. Wath thatitis 
not my purpose to deal. IL have only intended 
to express my astonishment and regret that his 
mind was not made up previous to the final vou 
on yesterday,so that this struggle, which has cre- 
ated so much excitement, not ouly in this House, 
but all over the country,should have been finally 
and definitely settled. While I do not 
question the gentleman’s integrity, yet I do not 
understand why or how it is that there should 
be brought to bear on the gentleman’s intellect 
and judgment—for they alone were reached— 
influences to convince him that the vote of yes- 
terday was one on which he not stand— 
one that did meet the approval of his judgment. 

I propose at present to show, sir, that the 
course he nowasks the House to pursue will not 
accomplish the object he says he has in vie 
The gentleman tells us that he is s il oppost dt to 
the ‘Topeka constitution—l so ae sti al him— 
that he is in favor of the ceunaaiinn submitted 


| 
by the gentleman from Georgia, |[Mr. Steruens, | 


influences not 


passed through 


} 
‘ 
St Lint 


eard what the 
he be kind enough to 


propose to 


could 


which was in the nature of instructions, and re- 
jected by a vote of the House on yesterday, after 

having been amended on motion of the 
from Indiana, [Mr. Dunn ] Now, L say to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania—and | beg him to 
consider well the point [ make to him—that the 


| most effectual and certain way to defeat the prop- 


osition for which he professes so much favor and 
regard, is to reopen the agitation of yesterday, 
and adopt the ‘Topeka constitution. 

Reconsider the vote of yesterday, bring again 
before the House the bill which adopts the con- 
stitution of the Topeka convention—one made 
not in pursuance of law, but in direct conflict 
with the organic law of the Territory, and I 
should like the gentleman to tell us what of ppor- 
tunity we shall have then to adopt the proposi- 
tion which he favors, and for which he says he 
will vote at any time? Now, it may be thatl 
may meet the gentleman on the propos sition of 
the gentleman from Georgia. I will do much to 
settle this agitation and quiet the country. I want 
to examine that plan of settlement. It may be 
that the conservative men of the two Houses of 
Congress, and of the country, will meet together 
on it. Ifthe gentleman at heart sincerely desires 
what he states he does—and it Is not my 
province to question his sincerity—I appeal to 
him—I appeal to him by every consideration that 
ought to influence a statesman and a patriot, not 
only here but everywhere—to let us close up 
this exciting question, and hush it up forever. 
The present course of the gi ntleman feos n Penn- 
syivania will open up the agitation, and furnish 
the most ample oj epereens for the exercise of 
those mischievous influences which naturally 
arise amid political excitement and turmoil. 

In view of these consequences, | again appeal 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania not to per- 
sist ina motion, the result of which is not only 
calculated to keep 
agitation, which all good men desire to see sup- 
pressed, but the 
made by him must be—though I am sure he does 


not design it—to defeat the proposition for which | 


he professes, and 1 have no doubt sincerely, an 
attachment—I mean the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srerwens.] 

Mr. Speaker, 1 am a member of the Commit | 
tee on Territories, and I regret that circumstances 
have occurred that have prevented me from pay- | 


rentieman | 


up sectional excitement and | 


very result of the proposition | 
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ing any attention to the matters before that com 
mittee. This is one of the bills that have been 
by that committee, and I 


reported to the House 


had no agency in it, and could not have had. 
: 


I desired very much, in the early part of the Ses- 
SION, know ing that this proposition would come 
before that committee, to examine and take 






tion and consideration, Cur- 
laced it out of my power to do 
iark now,in order that those 
acquainted with my condi- 
tion, may unde rstand the reasons why I, as a 
member of the Committee on Territories, have 
not entered into the inve stirauion of this subj cl-— 
have not made or signed any minority report, I 
came here yesterday for the first + for some 
ten days, expres ly to vote upon this bill; an d I 
had hoped that, the bill having been disposed of, 
that disposition would be final, and hat the ex- 
citement consequent upon its agitation would sub- 
side. Afterwards, if a majority of this House 
desired it, we might then take up the proposition 
of the gentleman from Georgia, and test the sense 
of the House upon it. | now move to lay the 
motion to re consid r upon the tabl e 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
yeas and nays upon that question. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I wish the privilege of mak- 
ing a few remarks in reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

Mr. KEITT. I object. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion to lay on the 
table is not debatable. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Alabama to withdraw his motion, in order 
that I may say something in reply to what he 
has said. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will withdraw it if I can 
retain the floor until the gentleman has made his 
re marks. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
out of the floor. 

The SPEAKER. If the House will consent, 
the Chair will consider the gentleman from Ala- 
bama as entitled to the floor when the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania shall have concluded his re- 
marks. 

Mr. KEITT. I object. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I hope that, after what has 
been said by the gentleman from Alabama, my 
colleague will be heard. 

Mr. KEITT. 1 object to anything out of or- 
der. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lhope my friend from South 
Carolina will allow me to pursue the course Ihave 
suggested; in that way, if I have done 
any injustice to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
he can put himself right. I have intended to do 
him no injustice, 

Mr. KEIT'T. Well, at the request of my 
friends on this side of the House, I will withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I wish to state to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, that perhaps he does not 
1 know me. If he had paid attention to my 
course since I have been in this House, he would 
have had no reason to be surprised. | have uni- 
formly, in every vote that I have cast in this 
House, done it with aconscientious sense of duty. 
I voted for the investigating committee to go to 
Kansas, because I wished to know authoritatively 
whether the reports which had been circulated 
through the country, of outrages in that Territory, 
were true or not. [ thought it became this House 
to Investigate that matter, and to know just how 
the facts were. I do not doubt that free-State 
men in Kansas have committed depredations, and 
have, in some respects, gone beyond what the 
should have done. But I say that, under nail 
outrages as we know have been committed upon 
them, they would have been more than human if 
they had not resisted. 

With respect to the influences which the gen- 
tleman speaks of as having been brought to bear 
| upon me, I tell the gentleman that 1 am neither 

intimidated by the lash nor under any influences 
|| outside of me conscientious convictions of duty 
that could be brought to bear upon me. 

I make this motion honestly. I make it be- 
cause I intend that my voice shall be raised 
against the outrages in Kansas. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Alabama if the defeat of this bill, as 
! it now stands, would not be construed as equiv- 

‘alont to a declaration on the part of the House 
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that all the indictments for high treason which 


have been found in that Territory are proper, 
leval. and right? Certainly, lam convinced upon 
refl ction that it would be so construed, and for 
that re n | make the motion. 


Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman answer mea 


que gtion’? ; 

Mr. BARCLAY. I will. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the rentle- 
man from Pennsylvania what he expects to ac- 
complish by the recor sideration, so far as the bill 
itself is concerned? If I understand his position, 
it is this: that he moves the reconsideration, not 
with a view of passing the bill, but simply with 
a view of getting an expression of opinion from 
this House as to certain indictments in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas? 

Mr. BARCLAY. The gentleman will under- 
stand me. | move fora reconsideration of the vote 
rejecting this bill; and I intend, if it is reconsid- 
ered, to vote for its passage, for the purpose of 
recording my vote, as one of the Represents tives 
from the State of Pennsylvania, against the out- 
rages which have been perpetrated in Kansas. 

Mr. ORR. Let me ask the gentleman, then, 
why he did not yesterday vote in favor of the 
passage of the bill, if he desired to « xpress his 
opinion ? 

Mr. BARCLAY. I will tell the gentleman. 
As I have already said, | preferred the bill sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
STerut ns.] That bill was, by the votes of gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side of the House, for, as 
I supposed, political purposes, encumbered with 
a provision for the repeal of the Missouri com- 
I stated that { had two distinct objects 
In view. I intended by my vote to show my 
disapprobation of this, and. my disapprobation 
of any repeal of the Missouri compromise. I 
intended another thing. I intended to show, 
when the proper time came, that, so far as | was 
concerned, | was willing to stand up and assure 
to every citizen of the Territory of Kansas, 
whether free-State or pro-slavery men, just ex- 
actly what they ought to have—their rights. 

Mr. ORR. I understood the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania in the first instance exactly as I 
understand him now. Ido not perceive myself 
how the proposition of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia should have been connected in his mind with 
this, and why the rejection or the consideration 
of that proposition should influence any vote he 
might give now, because the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia was voted down before 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. It was rejected. 
fore, had no matter before it for consideration 


promise, 


except this rejected bill, on its engrossment and | 


third reading, and on its final passage. The bill 
of the gentleman from Georgia had passed entirely 
out of view: and if the gentleman from Penniy! 
vania desired to give expression to his opinion, 
why did he not, when the proposition of the 
gendeman from Georgia was rejected before the 
bill came to its third reading, vote in favor of 
the third reading, and in favor of the passage of 
the bill? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. TI rise to a question of order. 
IT understood the gentleman from Alabama to 
yield the floor to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, reserving to himself the right to resume it. 
That gentleman and the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania have resigned the floor to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] who has made 
I now rise, claiming the floor as the 
successor of the gentleman from South Carolina. 
I held that I have a rieht to the floor; and I will 
yield sufficient time to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to finish what fewremarks he may have 
to m ike. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
facts. The gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
assicned the floor by the Chair, on the consent 


his speech, 


of the gentleman from Alabama and of the House; 
and the House has consented to the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania yielding the floor for an in- 
quiry to the gentleman from South Carolina. 
ba gentleman from Pennsylvania is still in pos- 
session of the floor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish the Chair to under- 
stand my point of order. The House unques- 
tionably consented to the yielding of the floor to 
the gentleman from South Carolina foran inquiry, 
but not for the purpose of making a speech; and 


The House, there- | 


; 


| 


now, he having made a speech, | claim, with all 


proper deference to the Chair, that lam entitled 
to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania 1s entitled to the floor. 

‘Mr. BARCLAY. 1 say to the gentleman from 
South Carolina that, if he cannot see the distine- 
tion which [ have made here, I have been cer- 
tainly very unfortunate in my language; and I 
must say here that it is pe rfectly clear to me, that 
if | were to stand here tll night his mind would 
not be more enlightened, for | have already ex- 
pressed myself as clearly as Lam able. 1 wish 
the gentleman from Alabama distinctly to under- 
stand that | hold myself responsible to no man 
in this House for my political action. I do what 
I believe to be right, here or elsewhere. Ido it in 
my own way, and in my own manner. At the 
same time, | am always perfectly willing to take 
the advice of my friends. 

But I will say, for the information of the hon- 
orable gentleman, that I have had consultation 
with no person on this subject, either friend or 
foe; that | make this motion from a sense of my 
responsibility. It is not a matter for gentlemen 
from other sections of the country, but for my 
own constituents—for my own people—for those 
who claim my services here. 1 had no desire to 
reopen any agitation on this question. I rose to 
express my disapprobation of the action of the 
United States authorities in arresting citizens of 
Kansas for treason, and to say that the people 
of Kansas have the right—the inalienable right 
—to frame a State constitution. I believe every 


| Territory has that right; but, as a settlement of 


this question, I say, again, that I prefer to make 
it satisfactory to all sections of the country. I 
preter the bill of the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia to that of the Committee on Territories. 
I did not say that I was opposed to the constitu- 
tion of the ‘Topeka convention. I did not know 
what it was, except that it was republican in 
form. Its details | have not examined; 1 care 
nothing about them. If that convention had in- 
serted a clause in this constitution establishing 
slavery there, | would take the same course which 
I take now. I believe that the people of every 
Territory have a right to frame and establish 
their own institutions. I look upon the control 
of the Territories by Congress as one link in the 
great chain of centralization, and I am down 
upon it, here or anywhere else. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania speaks of the influences which have 
induced him to change his judgment within the 
very short period of asummer night. He says 
the influences were honest and proper. I have 
not said otherwise. Il expressly said that I did 
not propose to impeach the integrity of the gen- 
tleman. But then I believe I did say—and if I 
did not then say it, I believe I will now say— 
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__Suly 1, 
[ was expressing my astonishment that the gen- 
tieman from Pennsylvania, after witnessing and 
participating inall the discussions that have grown 
out of these Kansas difficulties, after reading—as 
doubtless he is a reading gentleman—at least he 
reflects most rapidly when he tries, for in one 
short night of a few hours he determines to re- 
trace his steps taken after months of deliberation 

and of course, he must read a good deal—after 
reading what has been said in the journals both 
for and against this Topeka movement; after hear- 
ing the speeches on the subject of this bill ratify. 
ing the ‘Topeka constitution; and after listening 
yesterday to the argument of his colleazue, the 
chairman of the Committee on Territories, {[Mr, 
Grow,] in favor of the bill; after having had al] 
possible advantages, was unable to see the pro- 
priety of voting for the bill, or that it was his duty 
to vote for it, and thereby record his sentiments 
on the subject. He was not able to see that the 
billcontained his sentiments; but, on the contrary, 
voted in the earnest and exciting struggle of yes- 
terday for its defeat. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I wish to say to the honor- 
able gentleman from Alabama, that I never have 
said, here or elsewhere, that I did not approve of 
the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, or 
of the principle of that bill. I stated simply, that 
[ preterred the proposition of the gentleman from 
Georgia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman says he has 
never said, here or elsewhere, that he did not 
approve of the bill of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania 

Mr. BARCLAY. 
that bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why, the gentleman said, 
in the strongest language which it is possible for 
man to use, that he was opposed to the bill of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. He came up yes- 
terday, and, under his oath to discharge his duty 
under the Constitution, voted against that bill. 
Was that no expression of disapproval? And he 
has no such excuse as he presents; for, at the 





I said of the principle of 


| time he gave that vote, the amendment of the gen- 


_in private circles, or in public discussions. 


tleman from Georgia had been voted down. 
Now, sir, this question has been up in the pub- 
lic mind for months; it has been before the House 
for weeks; it has been discussed in almost every 
newspaper in the land; and it has, doubtless, been 
discussed by every member of this House, either 
j Yes- 
terday, between three and four o’clock, the judg- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
distinctly and fully against the bill. He then 


| voted against it. This morning, however, without 


having consulted anybody, as he tells the House, 
having had no consultation but with his own con- 


| science, he is now in favor of the bill—a very 


| that it is a little unfortunate that the judgment of | 


the gentleman, who has witnessed an examina- 
tion of this question, not only in the House, but 
in all the public journals, for months past, was 
not made up, and that on yesterday he delib- 
erately came forward, under his solemn oath to 


| discharge his duty, and voted against this Topeka 


bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I understood the gentleman 
from Alabama to have offered a motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table—and to 
have agreed to withdraw it, in case the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would promise to renew it. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania rather hesi- 
tated about that, and the gentleman from Alabama 
then said he would reserve the floor for that pur- 
vose. I now submit that the gentleman from 
Alabama has not the right to make a second 
speech on the same subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama is entitled to the floor without conditions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And, Mr. Speaker, that was 
precisely my object in retaining the floor. The 
reason why [| applied to the gentleman from South 
Carolina was, that I should have the floor to cor- 


| rect any misapprehensions into which the gentle- 


/man from Pennsylvania might fall. 


| 


I could have 
withdrawn the motion which I made to lay on 
the table, so that the gentleman could have been 
heard. I chose, however, to retain the floor for 
the purpose of replying to him, and was in the 


act of doing so when interrupted, very improp- | 
erly, by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr.Gmopines.] | 


sudden change, to say the least of it. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I rise to a 

uestion of order. I submit that no member of 
shia House has a right to lecture another member 
as to the course he has seen fit to take. It is the 
right of any member to move to reconsider any 
vote he chooses. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I hope the gentleman will 
allow the gentleman from Alabama to go on. 

Mr. BENNETT. No, sir; my point of order 
is, that every gentleman in this House is bound 
with courtesy to address himself to some ques- 
tion pending before the House. I submit that no 
gentleman has the right to address himself to a 
member of the House, for the purpose of casting 
censure upon him for the vote he proposes to 
give; and therefore I ask if the gentleman from 


| Alabama is not out of order ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I was casting no censure 
upon the gentleman from Pennsylvania for his 
vote. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I appeal to the gentleman 
over the way to withdraw his point of order, and 
allow the gentleman from Alabama to go on. All 
I ask is that I shall have the privilege to reply. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I repeat, sir, that I have 
cast no censure whatever upon the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BENNETT. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests to the 
gentleman from New York that it 1s necessary 
for him to specify the language used by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama to which he takes excep- 


I insist upon my point of 


tiun, and to reduce it to writing if required. 
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Mr. C AMPB E a a appeal to the re eens, 


from New York to withdraw his point of order. 


Mr. BENNETT. I will withdraw ic. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I desired to 
finish the course of remark I had commenced 

on this subject, but I do not wish to occupy 


, much of the time of the House, vordo I wish 
oduce such res 
the Chamber. 


tlessness on the other side of 
I was not commenting to censure 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania; | was mere ly 

expressing my regret that the course now indi- 
cated by the gentleman from Pe ‘nnsylvania had not 
been determined on a day or two sooner; that is 
all. There are those persons amongst us, I have 
been so sometimes myself, when I see my friends 
anxious to accomplish an objec t, 1 am very much 
disposed to accommodate them if I can, and it 
may be that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
a little of that sort of feeling. I never, at any 
time, had any idea of using the lash upon him— 
nota bitofit. [had no right todo it. I know 
mv rights under the rules of the House some- 
what, and I will not violate any rule knowingly. 
1 would not cast censure upon the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, even if the rules authorized it, 
because | have no spirit of censure for him, or 
any other person. It is not in my heart to do it. 
lam only regretting that his course has been such 
that he could not make up his mind, after the 
long ume of six, eight, or twelve months, upon 
this exciting subjec t; and that after the long con- 
test and struggle which the House has gone 
through this session, the subject must be reopened 
this morning, because the gentleman’s mind is so 
hard to be brought to definite conclusions, for it 
will but serve to reopen and prolong this agitation 
and sectional strife throughout the country, the 
effect of which is to strike at the foundation of 


the Government, and to weaken the institutions of 


the country. Let us hush it up—let us cease 
these sectional controversies, and address our- 
selves to the business of the country. Let us 
pour oil upon the troubled waters, and promote 
that harmony and good feeling between the 
sections, which are essential to a prosperous and 
happy people. 


Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman indulge me 
for a moment? 
Mr. HOUSTON. If no one objects, I will 


yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DUNN. I simply wish to avail myself 
of the kindness of the gentleman from Alabama, 
to correct an error into which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Barcuay] has fallen. I un- 
derstood him to state his belief that the proposi- 


tion which | submitted as an amendment to that | 


submitted by the gentleman from Georgia, was 
designed for political purposes. I assure him 
that nothing of the sort ever entered my head. I 


assure him further that the presentation of that | 


proposition was not a party movement. It was 
drawn up at my own suggestion, in my own way, 
and without consultation in the first instance with 
any one; and afterwards submitted, it is true, to 
members of the House, having all possible views 
on the subject. I could not and would not have 
voted for the hg meme of Mr. StepHens upon 
the final pussage of the bill, even with my amend- 
ment attached to it, but 1 saw in it a basis of accom- 
modation, which could subsequently be amended 
to make it acceptable to my self, and to ail desirous 
of securing freedom to Kansas and peace to the 
country; and I tell the gentleman frankly that I 
will vote for no measure to settle the difficulties 


in that Territory, that does not, in substance or | 
in terms, embrace the proposition which I sub- | 


mitted, and thusaccomplish both of these objects. 
I inte nde d it as a measure of healing and of free- 
dom both. I do not admit it to be right for the 
~_— to establish slavery in that Territory, and 

never will admit it, nor will I ever consent to 
give them that right. 

Mr. BARCLAY. With the permission of the 
rentleman from Alabama, I assure the gentleman 
from Indiana that | had not the slightest intention 


of casting any imputation upon ‘his motives in | 
offering that proposition. Il suggested that it was | 


the result of party action. 
the time, but even as such I make no charge in 
reference to it. 

Mr. DUNN. 
man as imputing improper motives to me, but I 
rose to correct the error into which he had fallen. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


It so struck me at) 


I did not understand the gentle- | 


I had intended to continue ! 


; journ, 


my remarks further, but, as I remarked a moment | 


ago, | have no wish to act in conflict with the 

sentiment of the House. I will withhold what I 

intended to say, and move to lay the motion to 

reconsider upon the table. 

REPORT OF KANSAS INVESTIGATIN 
MITI EE. 


G COM- 


Mr. HOWARD. [rise to aquestion of higher 
privilege. I amready, on the part of the Kansas 
invesugating committee, to submit a report to the 
House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The pending question is one 
of privilege, and, under the rules of the House, 
it takes precedence of every other question, ex- 
cept the motion to adjourn. The pending motion 
to reconsider cannot be shoved out of the way 
but by a motion to adjourn. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The question of 
the gentleman from Michigan is one of higher 


the right 
House, who may 


privilege, for the reason that it involves 
of a Delegate to a seat in the 
desire to speak to the v 
eration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There can be no one motion 
of privilege higher than any other motion of 
privilege. The motion to reconsider is a privi- 
leged motion; and the question is taken on priv- 


ileged motions in the order in which they are 
made. ‘There are no degrees among the same 


class of questions. They have no precedence, 
one over the other, except as given by the rules. 
They are on terms of equality, and ‘take prece- 
dence according to the order in which they are 
submitted to the House, and are only superseded 
by a motion to adjourn. 
language of the 56th rule: 

‘When amotion has been once made, 
seaaaies or negative, it shall be 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof on 
the same or succeeding day ; and such motion shall take 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion to ad 
and shall not be withdrawn after the said succeeding 
day without the consent of the House; and thereafter, any 
member may call it up for reconsideration.”’ 


and carried inthe 


** Shall take precedence of all other questions 
except a motion to adjourn.’ 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Mich- 
igan, the chairman of the committee sent to 
Kansas to take evidence in reference to the right 
of a member to a seat on this floor, wishes to 
submita report from that committee. The Chair 
is of the opinion that the re port is a privile ced 
one, and that it may be received at this stage of 
the proce edings. The motion to reconsider is a 
privileged motion, and takes precedence of every 


other motion relating to the ordinary patna ss of 


the House, except a motion to adjourn; but that 
class of business which belongs to the right of a 
member to a seat in this House is of higher 
privilege. Therefore, the report from the special 
committee takes precedence of the motion to re- 


| consider 


Mr. ORR. 
of the Chair. Lunderstand this to be, not a report 
from the Committee of Elections, but from a spe- 
cial committee. I also understand that the reso- 
lution appointing the committee does not allude 
to the election of a Delegate from Kansas. That 
being so, | should like to know how and why it 
is that a report from that select committee stands 
on higher ground, and is a question of higher 
privilege, than the report from any other select 


| committee of this House? 


' gentleman from South Carolina, 


Mr. DUN 
election. 


The SPEAKER. 


‘N. The resolutions do refer to this 


With the permission of the 
the Clerk will 


I take an appeal from that decision | 


ery matter under consid- 


The following is the 


in order for anv member | 


—— 








read the resolutions authorizing this committee | 
| of investigation. 


Mr. ORR. Let them be read. 

The Clerk read the resolutions. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman from 
South Carolina allow me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. ORR. Certainly. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Speaker, it seems to 
me, even if there never had been a committee 


appointed, that any sentleman, rising in his place | 
and stating that he had some evidence relating to | 


the right of a member to a seat, 
tion of privilege; and, acc ording to parliamentary 
law, a question of privilege has precedence of a 
privileged question. The question of reconsid- 
eration is a privileged question, while the other 
is a question of privilege; and there is the differ- 


rises to @ ques- | 
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ence between that motion and the question arising 
on receiving the report from the 4. committee. 
If there never had been a committee appointed, 
and a member rises to any matter of proof or 
statement in ect to the right of a member 
to a seat on this flo or, it strikes me that it must 


be viewed as a question of privilege. make the 
suggestion to the ee nieman from South Caro- 
lina. 


Mr. EVANS. Lrise to what I believe to bea 
oa question of privilege I wish to correct 
Journal. I am incorrectly reported in the 
Ns ational Intelligencer of this n Lornin: r, 

The SPEAKER. That is hardly a question of 


privilege. The House has no control over the 
hewspapers, 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to oaee if lam cor- 
rectly recorded on the Journ 


The SPEAKER. Upon w «4 at question ? 

Mr. EVANS. On the vote by which the Kan- 
sas bill was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
the ge ntleman is recorded as having voted in the 
negative on that que stion. 


Mr. EVANS. That is correct. 
Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, the suggestion was 
made by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Ste- 


PHENS] that there is sucha thing asa question of 


privilege, as well as a privileged question, I con- 
cede that, but I did not understand the precise 
application of it. T understand very well how 
there may be privileged questions and questions 


distinction be- 
yut T did not understand the appli- 
cation the gentleman made of it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It was this: that if a mem- 
ber desire to present to the House matters of fact 
relating to the right of a member to his seat, that 
is a question of privilege; and hence, independ- 
ently of any action of the House constituting 
the committee, if an individual member had risen 
or were to rise and state that his object was to 
bring some matters before the House, bearing 
upon the right of a member to his seat, that would 
be a question of privilege, and would override 
everthing else. 

Mr. ORR. The resolutions which have been 
read are very much of a character that I sup- 
posed, from my recollection. There is no allu- 
sion to the election of a Delegate from the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas. There is simply a general 
authority given to the committee to examine into 
and collect evidence in regard to the troubles in 
Kansas, generally and particularly, to any fraud 


of privilege, = that there isa 
tween the two;1 


| or force intended or practiced in reference to any 


of the elections which have taken place in the 
Territory. In my judgment, therefore, the com- 
mittee do not stand in thé ut relation to the House 
which entitles them to submit a question of privi- 
lege. They were sent out, it is true, to collect 
facts, not with reference to the election of a Dele- 
gate to Congress, but with reference to all frauds 
that may have been committed in the Territory. 
So much for that 

Now, as to the privileged question. 
from the decision of the Chair upon t 
The first is, that this committee 1s a special com- 
mittee, and that there is nothing in the re sol 
which authorizes Kien to make a ri at any 
time, which is necessary under the the 
House. The second ground on which I appeal 
decision of the Chair is, that the House 
is now considering a privileged question; and, ac- 
cording to the rules of the House, that privileged 
question must be dispose d of before even a ques- 
privilege The rule is 


I appeal 


u rr : 
wo crounds. 


utions 
port 


rules of 


can be entertained. 


as expliv it as possible. It was read by the veu- 
tleman from Alabama. I propose to read :t again, 
and to ask the Speaker whether, in the face of 
that rule, any other business can be transacted, 
unless by unanimous consent, until privi- 
leged question is disposed of? The rule is in these 
= 1 } 
words: 
© When a motion has been once made, and carried inthe 
affirmative or neaative, it shall be in order for any menther 


of the majority to move a reconsideration thereof oa the 


eding day, and such motion shall take prece 
other questions exrce ta 9 


dence of all motion to adjourn 


That is the ay ee language of rule upen this 
subject. Now, would like to know whether 
there is, in the rules or in the Manual, any author- 


ity whatev 


expiicti 
I ask the gentle- 


r, Which wail overrule or override this 


Mr. CA MPBELL, of Ohio. g 
man from South Cavolina to allow me a werd. 
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Mr. ORR. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I concur entirely in the 
remarks made by the gentleman from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Sreruens] on this point; and with a view 
to settle facts which have an important bearing 
on the question of order, I willask the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp,] who has taken 
the floor to a question of privilege, whether the 
communication which he 1s about to make to the 
House involves the right of any person to a seat 
on this floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina is entitled to the floor, and can only be 
interrupted by his consent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Lhope the gentleman from 
South Carolina will allow my question to be an- 
swered. 

Mr. ORR. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. The report which I desire 
to make 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) 1 desire to under- 
stand this matter. If the gentleman from Mich- 
igan merely wishes to state whether there is a 
matter of privilege involved in his report, 1 have 
no objection, 

Mr, CAMPBELL. 

Mr. HOWARD. The report which we wish 
to present is a summary of facts. A very large 
proportion of those facts relate directly to the 
rights of the sitting Delegate from Kansas and the 
contestant. A large part of the evidence and of 
the facts collected relate to the alleged election of 
the sitting Delegate, and have a direct bearing 
upon that question. 

Mr. LETCHER. With the consent of my 
friend from South Carolina, I should like to make 
an inguiry of the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. ORR. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know of the 
entleman from Michigan, whether the testimony 
eon the committee is concluded now? And 
whether testimony was not taken this morning, 





That is all I ask. 


with the understanding that further testimony | 


was to be taken to-morrow ? 

Mr. HOWARD. IL understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that the testimony of a single witness was taken 
this forenoon. In consequence of ill health, I was 
not present, but a quorum of the committee were 
yresent. LT also understand, that it is the desire 
of Mr. Oxrver to add the testimony of the Speaker 
of this House, which itis proposed to take to-day. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well. Then, Mr. 
Speaker, | desire to inquire whether, if the re- 
port be received now, it does not put an end to 
this investigation? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mich- 


igan can make a report in part; but, if it shall be 


stated that the report is complete and full, no | 


secondary report can be admitted, unless by 
further order of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from South 
Carolina has the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is true; but the 
Speaker seems to have made another ruling upon 





gentlemen who disagree with me. I was engaged 
in conversation with some friends over the way 
when the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Srer- 
PHENS] made his suggestions; but that gentle- 
man, and the Speaker of the House, will remem- 
ber that all this thing about privileged questions, 
and questions of privilege, arise on the Manual, 
and not under the rules of the House. Will the 
gentleman from Georgia, or the Speaker, show 
me in the rules of the House of Representatives 
where there is any distinction taken between ques- 
tions of privilege and privileged questions? Bear 
that now in mind. The Manual, then, is our 
guide—how far? The Manual is our guide only 
to the extent that it is not repealed or contradicted 
by the rules of the House. So far, then, as the 
rules of the House come in conflict with the 
Manual, the Manual is set aside. Let us see! 
Here is the rule by which we have adopted Jef- 
ferson’s Manual, and I ask the attention of the 
House and of the Speaker to it: 


“The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in Jef. 


ferson’s Manual shall govern the House in all eases to which | 


they are applicable,and in which they are not inconsistent 
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presentation of the motion, not to acting upon it 
It was to secure the great right, within a limited 
time, of entering the motion to reconsider, which 
is our usual practice, 

Mr. BOCOCK. I admit that that is the prac- 
tice of the House, but it is a matter of practice 
entirely. I was coming to that part of it at the 
time the gentleman rose to submit his suggestion, 
As it is often very inconvenient, when any other 
question is up, for a motion to reconsider to he 
brought forward and pressed to a vote in the 
House, the usage has, by common consent, been 


| agreed to that a motion to reconsider may be sub- 


with the standing rules and orders of the House, and joint || 


39 


rules of ie Senate and House of Representatives. 


Now, it will be seen at once that, whenever a 


rule of the House comes in and sets aside a rule | 


of the Manual, the House is governed by the 
rule of the House and not by the Manual. 
here expressly stated that the rules of the Manual 
shall govern, unless where they are contradicted 
by the rules of the House. Now, here is the 
Manual. 


Now I come to the rule of the House, | 


which has been quoted several times, first by the | 


gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] and 
then by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Orr:} 


“When a motion has been once made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof, on 
the same or succeeding day, and such motion shall take 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion to ad- 
journ, and shall not be withdrawn after the said succeeding 
day, without the consent of the House ; and thereafter any 
member may call it up for consideration. ”’ 


Mr. CARLILE. 


here before the House, it was shoved aside to 


| allow the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. How- 
I think that is a point | 


ARD] to present his report? 
of order which might be well taken. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
were all arguing. It is contended 


{Laughter.] 


on the other side that this report is a question of | 


higher privilege, and consequently that it can set 


. . “ . } 
aside questions of lower privilege, which were 


already before the House. That is what I deny. 
[ say that this rule, which gives priority to ques- 
tions of personal privilege, is a rule fanaa on 
the Manual, and that the rules of the House have 
come in and altered that, and declared that a mo- 
tion to reconsider shall take precedence of all 
other questions except a motion to adjourn. A 


| note is appended to this rule which shows how 


another point, on which I propose to take an ap- | 


peal. ‘The Chair, I understand, decides that the 
special committee sent to Kansas is authorized 
to make partial reports, without any such author- 


|| osition 


ity being contained in the resolution by which 


the committee was raised. 
The SPEAKER. 
that decision. The Chair only replied to the in- 
quiry of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
lan HER. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I 


Chair to make that sort of decision. 


understood the 
If that de- 


. ® | 
The Chair has not made | 


cision was made | propose to show that it is not || 


correct. 

The SPEAKER. 
that decision, 

Mr. ORR. 
I desire to say with reference to this question of 
order. On two grounds I appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair, ruling that the report is in order. 
_ Mr. BOCOCK. That is a debatable question, 
1s it not? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. BOCOCK, 


The Chair has not made 


It is. 
I have but a word or two to 


say, Mr. Speaker. I have not troubled the House | 
much; but it seems to me to be clear, in the view | 


which L take of this question, that the facts of 
the case have not suggested themselves to the 


mind of the Speaker, or to the minds of other | 


I have said, Mr. oe all that | 


| 


it came to be adopted; and it relates somewhat 
to the question which we have up here. A prop- 
was submitted to the House in 1820 
in relation to the admission of Missouri into the 
Union—a question constituting a part of what 
was called the Missouri compromise. Mr. Ran- 
dolph, a distinguished Representative from the 
State of Virginia, occupied the ground of oppo- 
sition to that Missouri compromise. He determ- 
ined the next day after its passage to move to 
reconsider one part of the plan, for he believed 
that, by reconsidering that, he could get at the 
reconsideration of the whole matter. He submit- 
ted the motion to reconsider, and was informed 
by the Speaker of the House—Mr. Clay, of Ken- 
tucky—that there was a question then before 
the House which stood in the way of submitting 
& motion to reconsider. He had then to wait 
until that matter was disposed of; but when he 
rose again to submit his motion to reconsider, he 
was informed that it was too late, as the bill had 
gone out of the possession of the House. Then 
came this rule for the purpose of securing to 
every member of the House, at any time he 


| might choose to make it, the right to move to 


reconsider before the bill is carried out of the 
House, and that he is not to be delayed in that 
right by the interposition of any other question 
except the question to adjourn. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That refers solely to the 


I desire to ask my colleague | 
| how it isthat, when there was a pending question 


That is the very point we | 


mitted, and being submitted, it is generally, by 
the practice of the House, postponed and called 
up afterwards. But if you look at the language 
of the rule, you will find that that is a question 
of practice and agreement, and is not founded 
upon a rule: 

‘* Whena motion has been once made, and carried inthe 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof on 
the same or succeeding day.”’ 

It does not say that it shall not be considered, 
If you look at the rule which gives you the right 
to submit a motion, you will find that that carries 


| with it the right to consider the motion at the 


It is || 





| no difficulty whatever to the Chair. 


time, unless there be some other rule saying that 
it shall not be considered. I say, then, that the 
rule gives the right to submit the motion, and 
there is nothing inthe rule to show that the right 
is confined to the mere matter of submitting it, 
Here, then, this matter is a question of privilege, 
and under the rule of the House itis an to take 
precedence of every other motion except a motion 
to adjourn. The attempt now made is to bring 
forward a motion which, it 1s said, is a motion 
of personal privilege which, under the Manual, 
becomes a privileged question, but under the rule 
isnot. ‘There is no motion which under the rule 


| takes precedence of this, except the motion to 


adjourn. The language of the rule is— 

**And such motion shall take precedence of all other 
questions, except a motion to adjourn, and thereatter any 
member may call it up for consideration,’? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The question 
now before the House is, I believe, upon the ap- 

eal taken by the gentleman from South Carolina. 
move to lay the appeal upon the table, and call 
the yeas and nays upon that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ask the in- 
dulgence of the House to make a statement of 
the grounds upon which his decision is based. 
The considerations presented by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] upon the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Orr,] based upon the 56th rule, present 
It is a rule 
which provides for the reception (within a lim- 
ited time) of motions to reconsider. The lan- 
guage of the rule is explicit, and cannot be mis- 


| understood; and the practice of the House every 
| day, at every session, accords with that rule. 


| House under the rule. 


The language of the rule is: 


‘When a motion has been once made, and carried in 
the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any 
member of the majority to move for the reconsideration 
thereof on the same or the succeeding day.”’ 

If any other subject is before the House differ- 
ing from that to which the motion to reconsider 
relates, the motion to reconsider must still be 
received and entered upon the Journal, but can- 
not be reconsidered until the business before the 
House has been disposed of. That is the rule, 
and that has been the constant practice of the 
If the Chair had stated 


| that other business was before the House this 


morning, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Barciay] would have been entitled to the floor 
to submit the motion, but could not have demanded 
its consideration until such time as it should be 
the pleasure of the House to take itup. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina will recollect that 
such has been the steady practice of the House. 

Mr. ORR. Will the Speaker explain his deci- 


sion upon the next clause of the rule? 


TheSPEAKER. With pleasure. The clause 
to which the gentleman from South Carolina has 
directed the attention of the Chair is this: ‘* And 
such motion shall take precedence of all other 


ee except a motion to adjourn.’’ The 


hair understands this clause to give a motion to 
reconsider precedence over any motion relative 
to the subject to which the motion to reconsider 











ee MO ee 


1006. 


refers—except a motion to adjourn; but when | 


received, it must relate to some business legiti- 
| 


ly before the House, or its consideration be | 


t? 


stp 
\} 


ned untilit can be taken up in order. When 
: order it will supersede every motion except 
motion to adjourn. 


The Chair is equally clear in his opinion upon | 


second point presented, but submits it with 
deference to the House. The report submitted 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. How- 
snp} is a privileged report, because it relates to 
right of a member of the House to his seat. 
The report itself has grown out of a privileged 
matter. It was in its inception, in its initiation, 
a question of privilege. lt grew out of a reso- 
lution, reported by the Committee of Elections, 
relating to the right of a member to his seat. It 
was received asa privileged question, and was 
acted upon and decided as such. And now it 
mes back to the House, changed in form from 
the original motion made by the Committee 
of Elections, but not changed in its nature. It 
still holds its character as a question of privilege, 
relating to the right of a member to his seat. The 
Chair, therefore, cannot, without disregarding 
not only the practice of the House, put the pre- 


vious decisions of the Chair upon the subject | 


whenever such questions have been presented to 


the House, decide otherwise, than that the report | 
now presented by the gentleman from Michigan is | 
. privileged question, superseding the ordinary | 


business of this day’s session. 
Upon the third point which has been raised, 
the Chair is equally clear. 


If the report the | 


centleman from Michigan proposes to present is | 


not final in its character, and it is intended to 


ike additional testimony to be hereafter reported, | 


in the opinion of the Chair he can present it 


only by consent of the Elouse; because the pre- 


sentation of the report will otherwise discharge 
the committee from the consideration of the sub- 
further instructions of the House 
shall be given. 

Mr. ORR. 
arise. 

The SPEAKER. It does not. But the Chair 
deemed it proper to state the rule in this connec- 
tion to avoid any misunderstanding. The mi- 


ect, unless 


jut that question does not now 


nority of a committee can submit a report only | 


by the consent of the House; but the usual prac- 
tice has been to allow the minority to report 
either at the same time the report of the majority 
is submitted, or at some subsequent time. 

Mr. OLIVER. 
be the effect of the acceptance of this report by 
the House? Would it operate to discharge the 
committee fr 


The SPEAKER If the report be received as 


| desire to know what would | 


a full report, it will operate as a discharge of the | 


committee. 
Mr. OLIVER. Then I desire to state to my 
colleagues upon the committee, and to the House, 


that | desire to take some additional testimony | 


in this city. Depositions were taken by the com- 


mittee this morning; and other testimony, accord- | 


ing to the understanding between myself and my 
colleagues on the committee, is to be taken. I 


desire to state further that the report which is | 


now to be submitted is only the report of the 
majority. There has been no agreement between 
the majority and myself touching this report. [ 
have authorized no report; and [ hope my col- 
leagues will not submit their report this morning, 
inasmuch as, under the decision just made, it will 
operate to cut off all further investigation and 
discharge the committee. I repeat that I desire 


> : : ; : | 
to take further testimony in this city, and I hope, 


for the reasons 1 have stated, that my colleagues 


will not urge their report upon the ‘House this | 


morning. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
question isnot debatable. If the gentleman from 
Missouri has any proposition to make in respect 
to his minority report, it can be made after the 
report of the majority has been received. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
is very practicable to do justice to all, and to save 
time in reference to this matter. If the gentleman 
from Michigan states that the committee are not 
prepared to report in full, under the ruling of the 
Chair—which I think is correct—his report can- 
not be received, except by the unanimous consent 
of the House. That question may as well be 


I apprehend that it | 


further action upon the appeal taken from the 


decision of the Chair. I therefore ask the gen- 
tleman from Michigan if the committee are pre- 
pared to report in full? If he states they are not, 
it 1s useless to consume the time of the House 
upon this appeal. 

Mr. HOWARD. I will answer the gentleman 


made contains every matter about which we wish 
to report. To that extentit is a full report. But 
our colleague informed us that he wished to take 
the testimony of two or three witnesses relating 
to matters of general disturbance or provocation, 
or in explanation of some disorders that have 
occurred in the Territory. He wished that 
timony to be printed with the other testimony 
already taken. We do not know that we wish 
to make any further report. The majority of 
the committee are ready to make their report. 
Our colleague intends to submit a minority re- 
port. He is not ready to submit it at this time, 
and we hope that the House will give him all 
reasonable indulgence. We hope that he will 
be allowed to submit his report as fully, and at 
such time, as he pleases. We have nothing further 
to report, except to allow the testimony of one 
or two witnesses in regard to general subjects to 
come in. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I ask the attention of 
the gentleman from Michigan. Does he desire to 
submit his report as a full report from the com- 
mittee, when the effect will be to prevent the 
additional testimony being taken which the gen- 
tleman from Missouri desires shall be taken? If 
he does desire to submit the report as a full 
report, under the decision of the Chair, the effect 
will be to dissolve the committee, and exclude 
the testimony the gentleman from Missouri de- 
sires shall be taken. 

Mr. HOWARD. It will not have that effect. 

Mr. COBB. It will have that effect, under the 
ruling, and the correct ruling of the Chair. If the 


gentleman from Missouri makes the report as a 


from Georgia by stating, that the report as now 


les- 


| 
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| members of the committee took some slight tea- 


full report, then the committee will be dissolved, | 
| and the effect will be, that the testimony desired 


by the gentleman from Missouri cannot be taken. 


I ask him, whether he still insists on making this | 


as a full report, when the effect will be to prevent 
the testimony taken that the gentleman from Mis- 
souri desires shall be taken? 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope that, by 


|| general consent, the majority of the committee 


| will be allowed to make their report this morning, 
| with the understanding that the minority report 


shall be received when it is ready. [Loud cries of 
‘*No!’’] Otherwise, if the report of the majority 


| is received this morning, it must be received as a 
report in full; and, according to the ruling of the 
| Chair, that will cut off the minority report. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair entertains no 


| doubt whatever that the reception of the report, 
| as a report in full, cuts off the minority from 


making any additional report hereafter. 
Mr. COBB. If one or two witnesses be ex- 
amined, the presentation of the report will only 


| be postponed for a dayortwo. That is the only 
| effect. 


Mr. HOWARD. Dol understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia to state, if we make our report 
now as a report in full, that that necessarily cuts 
off the right of the minority of the committee to 


| submit any report ? 


Mr. COBB. No. The gentleman from Mich- 
ivan does not understand me. The effect of 
making the report now, as a report in full, will 
prevent the further sessions of the committee, and 


| the testimony desired by the gentleman from 


Missouri cannot be taken, because the gentlemen 


| have no longer any existence as a commitiee. I 


I believe this || 


am not referring to a minority report. ‘That 


report, when presented, can be received by the | 
House. I have no doubt they will receive it, as | 


they always have received such reports. but the 
objection fl eunien is, that the dissolution of the 
committee prevents the testimony referred to be- 
ing taken. Therefore, I submit to the gentleman 


from Michigan, as it will only postpone the report | 
| until to-morrow, that he should waive its present- 


ation until that time, and let this testimony be | 


taken. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
the committee was held at Westport, Missouri. 


| The committee then separated. One of the mem- 
disposed of now, and save the necessity of any ‘|| bers went to his home in Missouri; the remaining 


. | 
The last formal session of 


timony at various points on their way here. It 
was understood, when we left Kansas, that the 
majority of the committee would go to Detroit 
and pre} ire a full report, and that th r mem- 
ber should go home and prepare I rt. In 
pursuance of that lerstandine we did se, and 
when we came to this city we had r report 
ready to submit to the Elouse. However, our 
colleague, who arrived at a subsequent day, 


stated that he desired to examine and take the 
testimony of one or two members as to a particular 
fact, which we did not consider it necessary to 
report upon. We agreed that he 1 ht do so. 
He stated also, that he wished to introduce a par- 
ticular document issued by the Emigrant Aid So- 
ciety; and that he wished to send to Boston for the 
purpose of obtaining sworn proof of the authen- 
ticity of the document. We at once said that it 
was not necessary to send to Boston for that pur- 
pose. We could ascertain whether docu- 
ment had the sanction of the society; if it had, 
then we were willing to let it come inas evidence. 
This morning I attended with my coll 


the 


urue to 
examine a member of this House. The examin- 
ation of the other member is to secur testimony 
merely cumulative. We of course intend to rive 


our colleague an opportunity to eXamine that 
other witness. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Have the committee agreed 
to sit again for the purpose of taking further tes- 
uumony? 

Mr.SHERMAN. We have done soasa mat- 
ter of convenience to our colleague. We have 
said that we would take the examination of that 
other witness at anytime. Thisreport is in full. 
We know what that witness will testify. The 
testimony is merely cumulative of what has been 
already given. Our report is here, and we want 
to get rid of it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should be glad to 
know why it is necessary to have the report sub- 
mitted to-day? Why not wait until to-morrow? 

Mr.SHERMAN. The testimony is volumin- 
ous. ‘There are many questions pending in this 
House to which that testimony relat It relates 
to the question immediately before the House, and 


| it is important that this information should be 


printed for the use of members. It 
not influence the votes of members. 

Mr. SMITH. It is manifestly impossible to 
have the benefit of that testimony upon the ques- 


may or may 


| tion now before the House, and its delay for a 


day will not be prejudicial to any other ques- 
uuons. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, but 
the Chair hopes that the House will permit sug- 
gestions to be made. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. By the general consent of 
the House I will make a suggestion. By unani- 
mous consent, we may agree that the report of 
the majority be now received, with the under- 
standing that the committee shall have power to 
take the testimony desired by the gentleman from 


| Missouri. There ought to be no objection to this. 


| port read, of course. 


If it be agreed to, we can then proceed with the 
other business of the House. 
A Member. Without reading the report? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Without having the re- 


If that be the understand- 


| ing, we can receive the report and order that it 





be printed. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I wish it distinctly under- 
stood that 1 object to everything which will pre- 
vent the reading of the report. 1 want the report 
read. 

Mr. CADWALADER. 
quiry. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is te 
lay on the table the appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
asks leave to make an inquiry. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. i object. 

Mr. CADWALADER,. The House,I trust, 
will indulge me 

Loud cries of ** Object!’’ 

Mr. CADWALADER. Itisasingl question, 
growing out of a statement already made. 

Loud cries of ** Order!”’ 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. ORR. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 
the motion to lay the appeal on the table. Det 


I rise to make an in- 


W hat isthe 
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understand that the committee are willing to sub- 


rt to-day in part, or do they insist 


mit their rep ; 
[I ask the ques- 


on submitting it asa full re ports 
tion because, if they propose to submit it as a 
report in part, and not to have itread, 1 will with- 
draw: the | ough I believe the grounds 
of the appe alto bert rhit. 
Mr. HOWARD. I willanswerthe gentleman 
with! vreat yrs isure. So far as the committee are 
d, we desire to close this thing here now, 
finally; but to accommodate our colleague, {Mr. 
Oxiver,| althouch we wish to make no addition 
{o our report, no addition to our testimony, and 
although the additional testimony that he desires 
to take is cumulative, and we will admit every 
fact that he propose to prove, yet, for the sake 
open, that we may this afternoon 
| ion of the Speaker of this House, 
and perhaps of the President of the United States, 
and for the 


) wll 
AMDpcal, All 


concerie 


of leaving it 


take thre de 


icccommodation of the parties who feel 
tin this matter, we are willing that the 
‘all be considered as in part, if the House 
will receive it and have it read ? 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. You do not surely 
want it read ? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, read right off. 

Mr. MARSHALL, (pointing to a large pile of 
documents on Mr. Howarp’s desk.) What, all 
of that 
Mr. HOWARD. No, not all of it. We are 


willing to make the report in part, 


An interes 
reports 


not expecting 
But we are willing that 
shall be left open, so that our colleacue 
may have the benefit of his additional testimony, 
and that his minority report may come In in his 
ewn eood tim 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr.OLIVER. I desire to state, as has already 
been remarked by one of my colleagues on the 
committee, that our last session was held at 
Westport. And 1 desire also to state that, after 
stport, the majority of the committee 


even to add a word to tt. 


the matter 


we left Wi | q 
did hold sessions elsewhere, and that they took 
depositions at Lexington, at St. Louis, and at 
New York. Now, if the last session was held 
at Westport, as I understood my colleague to 
say, | would like to know how it is that they 


took depositions and incorporated them in this | 


report? 


Mr. CADWALADER. Will the gentleman 


from Missouri permit me to ask him whether | 


what the gentleman from Michigan now offers 
as a report was ever submitted for adoption at a 
meeting of the committee? 

Mr. OLIVER. On no occasion. 

Mr. CADWALADER. There was no meet- 


ing of the committee at which this report was 


submitted ? 

Mr. OLIVER. I will state further, that in 
making these remarks I have no disposition to 
embarrass the action of my colleagues on the 
committee, or of the House, on this question; 
nor is it for the purpose of begging any further 
indulgence of my colleagues, or of the members 
of this House, in regard to it. But, when I sepa- 
rated from my collearues at Camden, in Mis- 
souri, they started for Detroit and the East, 
taking deposinons on the way at Lexington, at 
St. Louis, and then at New York. I was not 
with them, and did not know, nor had I any 
right to anticipate, the character of their report. 
They did not inform me, when we separated, 
what would be the character of that report. 1 
did not see them afterwards until we met in this 
city; and it was then, for the first time, that I 
was informed that they had a report prepared, 
and that the points contained in that report, and 
the grounds on which they intended to rest their 
side of the question, were indicated to me. How 
was it possible, then, for me to prepare a minority 
report, without knowing the character of the 
report of the majority? Had I any right to 
anticipate that there would be # disagreement 
between us, and that they would prepare a report 
upon the evidence in w hich I could not concur? 

It will state, Mr. Speaker, to the House—not 
intending to reflect in the least degree on my col- 
lencues, for they do not deserve it at my hands 
in that regard—that, having arrived in the city 
on Saturday, and Monday being the earliest 


wee, at which 1 could see their report, I have | 


iad no time or opportunity to examine it as care- 
fully as such a report should be examined, to 
enable me to determine whether it is correct or 


las my colleacue has stated. 


| hood; and I have shown it to be so. 


incorrect, and whether the 
from the testimony are authorized or not. 

Mr. SHERMAN, (interrupting.) I desire to 
ask the gentleman a question. We arrived here 
on Saturday morning. Our colleague arrived 
here on Saturday evening. I will ask him now 
to state to the House whether, on Saturday 
evening, within a very short time after he arrived, 
I did not inform him that the report was pre- 
yared, and at his disposal? 

Mr. OLIVER. ‘he gentleman did; but I 
arrived by the seven o’clock train, wearied and 
worn by the trip. The next day was the Sab- 
bath day, and I did not choose to enter into such 
an investigation on the Sabbathday. I have too 
much respect for the Sabbath. 

One other remark. When I went to my home, 
I spent but a few days there attending to some 
of my domestic affairs, having been absent in the 
‘Territory some two months; and whatever time I 
might have had under other circumstances to 
examine and analyze the evidence, and come to 
some conclusion on it, | was prevented from so 
doing by the action of my colleagues at Lexing- 
ton—or rather not by their action, but by the 
nature and character of some testimony that they 
there took, without my having the least intima- 
tion that any such evidence was to be taken at 
that point, which involved me personally. 

One of my colleagues kindly sent me copies of 
that deposition, about which 1 knew nothing, 
and my time was occupied from then until I left 
home in hunting up testimony to clear my own 
skirts, and vindicate my own honor, as a man, 
from the aspersion cast upon it by a deposition 
which they procured in Lexington. That depo- 
sition was, that in a speech which I made at the 
convention at Lexington, in June, 1855, | stated 
that I was in Kansas at the election of the 30th 
of March, and voted at that election, and that I 
justified that vote. The witness testified that I 
made that admission in a speech at Lexington. 
When I received that deposition I lingered be- 
hind, in justice to myself, in justice to the posi- 
tion | occupied on the committee, and in justice 
to truth, to procure the depositions of honorable 
men that that statement was an unmitigated false- 
Before I 
came to this portion of the country that false 
statement was heralded forth through the news- 
papers, and especially in the New York Tribune; 
in that paper my conduct, or supposed conduct, 
was animadverted on with great warmth. I take 
pleasure in saying that since I came here my col- 
leagues have evinced no disposition to fix upon 
me any matter that would place me in a false 
position, or compromise my honor as a man. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will explain that matter 


| to the satisfaction of my colleague. It is true that 


we did take the testimony of two witnesses at 
Lexington. One of those witnesses did testify 


| very night, I had a copy of that deposition writ- 


ten out and sent to him; and I will state this to 
the House and to my colleague, that from papers 
which he hasshown to me, upon testimony, and 


| upon an examination of the poll-books, I am sat- 
isfied, and the committee have reported, that Ma- | 
jor Oxiver did not vote at the election in Kansas; | 


and my colleague knows the fact that we have so 
reported. 
Mr. OLIVER. Certainly; Iam merely explain- 


| ing for my own justification, 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


testimony. It came outincidentally. We took it, 


| and sent a copy of it to our colleague, and in our 
| report declared that we were convinced, from the 


| 


‘Ih 


other testimony before us, that there must have 
been some misunderstanding or mistake in this 
statement of that witness. 

Mr. OLIVER. !t was for that reason, as pre- 


deductions drawn 


Immediately, that | 


liminary to our further action in relation to the | 
matter, that I desired to have this House and the 


country understand that that testimony was false. 


l have proven it to be so, and to the satisfaction | 
| of my colleagues; and they have included in that 
| report the statement that | did not vote, but that | 
| the speech which I made in Kansas was concil- 

|| latory and conservative, as proven by one of their 


Free-Soil witnesses. 

The question being on the motion to lay on 
the table the appeal taken by Mr. Orr from the 
decision of the Chair— 


Mr. DUNN. Allow me to inquire what, if the | 
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“ uly 1, 
gentleman from South Carolina withdraw his 
appeal, will then be the sole question before the 
House ? y 

The SPEAKER. The presentation of the re. 
port of the committee. 

Mr. DUNN. Well, that is an application jn 
the nature of a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be syb. 
mitted by the Chair; and it will be for the House 
to decide what disposition shall be made of it, 

Mr. DUNN. I have no doubt that all gentle. 
men desire to act fairly in this matter; and [ pro- 
pose, by way of accommodation—if it meet the 
views of all gentlemen—that the gentleman from 
Missouri have leave to submit his minority report 
at his convenience. ‘Thatis fairand just. If that 
be accepted, L hope the gentleman from South 
Carolina will not press his appeal. 

Mr. HOUSTON. So far as 1 am concerned, 
Mr. Speaker, I do not know but that that may be 
acceptable to me. I desire now, however, to 
present for the consideration of the Chair the 
point which was alluded to, and, as I understand, 
decided by the Chair a few moments ago. If the 
House understood the ruling or the intimation of 
the Chair on the other point of the case, that 
would certainly dispose of the question, and save 
a great deal of time. I propose now to make the 
point—if it be competent for me now to do so— 
that the resolution by which the committee was 
raised requires expressly that the committee 
shall examine each and every witness that may 
be furnished them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand 
the gentleman from Alabama to be raising a new 
question of order. Thatis certainly out of order 
until the other question is disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was stating the point to 
Save time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama has a right to state the point of order which 
he makes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The point of order which I 
intended to present was this, that although the 
niajority of the committee may themselves have 
agreed upon their report, yet the fact is developed 
to the House beyond controversy—is not only 
insisted on by the minority, but admitted by the 
majority of the committee—that the testimony is 
not closed; and, as an evidence of the fact, an 
order has been made to take testimony to-mor- 
row, or at some period not named. I present the 
point that the committee, not having, under the 
resolution, closed its labors, that report cannot 
be made. If the Chair sustains the question which 
I present, then, as a matter of course, it is a 
termination of the whole case. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The other 


| point of order must be disposed of first. 


| minority report at all. 


We could not suppress the || 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the object of the gentle- 
man from Illinois be to consume time, he 1s pur- 
suing the proper course. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal pending must 
be first disposed of. 

Mr. GROW. One word as to this testimony 
being concluded. The minority report of any 
committee can be made only by the consent of 
the House. If the House consent, then, of course, 
this testimony can be taken the same as if the com- 
mittee had not reported. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was not speaking of the 
I was speakiug of the 
duties of the committee. 

A Menoper objected to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, ob- 
jection being made. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire informa- 
tion of the Chair as to a fact in this connection. 
Do I understand that this report has been adopted 
after its submission to the committee? 

The SPEAKER. That is a question which 
has been raised by the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Hovsron;] but itis not yet before the House. 


| The question now before the House is, is the re- 


port a privileged matter, which may supersede 
the ordinary business of this day’s session? The 
Chair decides that it is a privileged question. 

Mr. ORR. I understand the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] to acquiesce in the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Duyn. ] 

Mr. HOWARD. 
was. 


Mr DUNN. 


I have not learned what it 


It is that the gentleman from 
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South C Carolina [Mr. Orr] withdraw his appeal; 
th at the majority of the committee now submit 
their report, and let it go to the printer; and that 
by ceneral consent indulgence be given to the 
gentleman from Missouri to submit ‘his report— 
say any time next week; and that he also have 
the additional privilege, as a matter of course, of 
examining witnesses. I make the suggestion 
simply to facilitate business, and to treatall parties 
with fairness 








The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the sug- 


It is that 
that it be ordered to be 


cestion of the gentleman from Indiana. 
the report be received; 
printed ; 


and that the gentleman from Missouri | 


being a minority of the ¢ ommittee, shall have the | 


consent of the House to make a minority report 
ata future day. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
week. 

Mr. DUNN. Say ten days. 

The SPEAKER. And that he also have power 
to examine additional witnesses. 

Mr. GROW. If the report be read, I presume 
there will be no objection to that. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 

Mr.ORR. Then I cannotw ee my appeal. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. lL ask if it is now 
in order to move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order to movea 
call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lIask the consent of the 
House to make a personal explanation. My col- 
league [Mr. Orrver] was understood on this side 
of the House to state that the committee went to 
different points, taking testimony without his 
knowledge. 
him. I wish to state the facts. When we separated 


Within one 


It is in order. 


Then I make that motion. | 


Several members here so understood | 
|| rectly. 


from our colleague, it was distinctly understood | 
that we—the majority of the committee—were to | 


go to some convenient point to write out a ma- 
jority report. We understood that we could not 
agree then. My colleague says that he did not so 
understand it. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I desire te say 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot be interrupted; I 
will pursue the narrative of events just as they 
occurred. I was saying, that it was agreed that 
the majority of the committee should go to some 
convenient point to write out our report. It was 
impossible to do it in the Territory, in its dis- 
turbed condition. 

My colleague from Michigan was sick and 
pe ible to transact any business; he was scarcely 
able to travel. He requested both myself and 
my other colleague to come with him to Detroit, 
where he resided. My colleague from Missouri 
stated that he had important business to attend 
toat home. He had a copy of the testimony, 
made out by the employés of the committee at 
a vast expense, as will be seen by the amount of 
testimony reported, which was left with him. 
When we separated from him, it was ascertained 

that there were certain de »positions of which he 
had no copy. We had them copied, as far as 
practicable. The gentleman from Missouri will 
recollect that he stated to us that there were sev- 
eral of the depositions of which he did not care 
to have copies. 

As I have stated, he declined accompanying us 
to Detroit. He staid be -hind, as we unde rstood, 
for the purpose of pre paring & minority report. 





he stated he did | not care to ‘have. Ww e took no 
depositionsexcept under such arrangement as was 
made between him and us, except in the case I 
have alluded to, when we met the witness on the 
boat; and, if I mistake not, the witness himself 
lived only some twenty mile +s from the residence 


| of the gentleman from “Missouri. 


Mr. OLIVER. Only eight miles. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My colleague says the wit- 
ness lived only eight miles from him. We took 
his de position at Lexington, and did not require 
him to go to St. Louis. 

Thatis a simple statement of the facts as they 
occurred. When we came here we expected to 
meet the gentleman from Missouri. As soon as 
the gentleman arrived we presented our report 
to him for his examination. He stated that he 
wished to take additional testimony; that he 
wished to examine the Speaker of the House, and 
one of its members, to which we assented. A 
portion of the testimony taken at Ne ~w York had 
reference to the President of the United States, a 
copy of which has been presented to him, and 
the op portunity will be given to him to reply be- 
fore the committee if he desires it. 

I will state here that, if my colleague from Mis- 
souri did not receive a full copy of the testimony, 
it was because he stated that he did not desire it; 
and that the majority carried out, in every re- 
spect, their understanding of the arrangement 
when we parted i in Missouri, with the exception 
of the examination of the witness whom we met 
on the boat. I did not understand the gentleman 
to attribute any unfairness to the action of the 
majority of the committee, but several gentlemen 
on this side of the House so understood him, 
and I have, therefore, made this explanation. 

Mr. OLIVER. In that respect I have only to 
say that [ had no notice of the intention of the 
majority to take any depositions at Lexington. 

Mr. SHERM AN. The gentle man States cor- 
He had no notice. I have stated the 
reason. 


Mr. OLIVER. Again, as to my intention to 


prepare a minority report while | was in Mis- 
sourl, my colleague and myse If do not recollect 
the facts alike. My object in taking a copy of 
the evidence was, as I have stated, for the pur- 
pose of making a brief of it, preparatory to 


|| making out a minority report if it became neces- 


— 


Before leaving him, we notified him of our inten- | 


tion to take depositions at St. Louis, at Detroit, 
and at New York. Whilst at Lexington, we 
met on the boat one of the witnesses whose depo- 


Sitions we had propose od to take at St. Louis. His | 


name had been given to us, 
the precise nature of his evidence, but understood 
that it was in reference to the organization of a 
secret Society in Missouri to control the elec- 
tions in Kansas. We took his depositions. 
When we arrived at St. Louis, we took the depo- 
Sitions of two witnesses. At Detroit we took 
no depositions. At New York we took the 
depositions of two witnesses, relating to the action 


but we did not know | 


of the emigrant aid society — strictly rebutting | 


panne | only. A copy of all the testimony was 
furnished to my colleague from Missouri, at the 
earliest practicable moment, except so much as 


sary to make such areport. I understood that 
it was the intention of my colleagues, while in 
Detroit, simply to make a brief of the testimony. 
These, however, are matters quite unimportant. 
I have merely alluded to them. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
gentleman from Ohio whether the report, which 
it is now proposed to present to the House, has 
ever been formally presented before, and acted 
on by the committee ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state this—and it is 

a short story—the very first moment I saw my 
dane ‘ague in this city [ told him that the report 
of the majority was ready, and that he was at 
liberty to examine it. We knew, beforehand, 
that we could not agree upon a report. 

Mr.SMITH. Was that report ever formally 
presented at a meeting of the committee, and 
agreed upon? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit a point of order 
to the Chair. It is this: | submit that the com- 
mittee, accurding to their own statement, have 
had no formal meeting, and that no vote has been 
taken by them upon the adoption of this report. 
It cannot, therefore, received as the report of 
the committee, and the gentleman from Michigan 
is not in order in presenting it to the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let the 


be 


question of order that is already pending be dis- | 


posed of first. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. 
of the House, to ask a question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The motion to lay the 
appeal on the table is pending, which is not de- 
batable. I object to any debate. 

Mr. ORR. “I withdraw my appeal from the 


decision of the Chair, with this understanding 


I wish, with the consent 


I desire to ask the | 


with the chairman of the select committee. I | 
‘desire to avoid consuming the time of the House; || 


but if thé gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Hickman] still insists upon the reading of the re- 
port, we shall have to submit to it. I withdraw 
my appeal with this understanding with the chair- 
man: That the committee submit their report, 
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with the liberty to examine four additional wit- 
nesses, - — at they be pe -‘rmitted to submit the 
balance of » testimony afterwards taken, with 
the nernielten to the minority to submit a mi- 
nority report within ten days. — 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Does that 
exclude the reading of the report? 

Mr. ORR. It does not. © 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I object toany arrange- 


ment of that sort, if the re 
Mr. HICKMAN. 
to be read ? 


The SPEAKER. 


ports to bye re id 


Does that allow the report 


It allows the reading of the 


report. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 understand that 
it does not settle the reading of the document one 
way or the other. ‘That is a matter for the future 
determination of the House. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I persist in my objection, 
unless the report is to be read. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the report 


is not precluded. 

Mr. BURNETT. If the proposition be agreed 
to, will the report be read? 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the C 
to answer. The Chair will state his understand- 
ing of the proposition. It is, that the 
received; that the committee be allowed toexamine 
four more witnesses; and that the minority sal, 
have an opportunity to submit its re port wituin 
the next ten days. 

Mr. BOWIE. Will it bein order for the House 
to dispense with the reading of the report, if its 
reading be insisted on by any member? 

The SPEAKER. Itis improper for the Chair 
to answer that question at this ime. ‘The Chair 
will decide questions as they arise, cate ise the 
House would be acting under a suggestion and 
not a decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
the _— is this: 
to 


air 


report be 


The question I propose to 
If that proposition be agreed 
by the House, will it preclude the point of 


| order that I have Detain. it is my intention to 


raise ? 
The SPEAKER. It does not. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I shall object to any agree- 


ment which precludes me from raising the ques- 
tion of order on the reception of the 
the ground that it is incomplete. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is in error. If 
the report be received, according to the sugges- 
tions of the gentleman from South Carolina, it 
will be but a report in part. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the arreement. 
Iam perfectly willing the appeal shall be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. ORR. I havedone what I conceived to be 
necessary for a fair understanding of this matter. 
I withdraw my appe al, not because I think the 
Chair’s decision is correct, but because I do not 
desire to consume the time of the House. If any 
other gentleman desires to take an appeal, he can 
do so. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will receive the 
report, then, as the full report of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does the reading of the re- 
port include the reading of the evidence taken by 
the committee? [Cries of ** No!’’] 

The SPEAKER. That paper is to be read 
which is understood to be the committee’s report. 
It is impossible for the Chair to know what the 
report of the committee embraces. What is sent 
up as the report will be read when the reading of 
the report is called for. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then, if the committee 
send up the evidence as a part of their report, 
that evidence is all to be read. Then I understand 
it is for the committee to determine what shall be 
read to the House. I want to know what the 
rule is in regard to reading the report and evidence 
taken by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Itis impossible for the Chair 
to answer the gentleman’s question, further than 
to say that the paper presente d by the committee 
as its report, shall be read, if the reading of the 
committee’s report be called for 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to lay the report on 
the table, and that it be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my objection 
to the proposition of the gentleman from South 

‘arolina, |Mr. Orr. ]} 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


report, on 


I present a point of order 
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IT hold that the report which it is proposed to 
submit is incomplete. 
been made apparent to the Llouse. 
ination of witnesses has not terminated. For 
members of the committee. It is 
‘ | between them that other witnesses shall 
finished, and it is not, therefore, ready to 
ort to this House. 
The SPEAKER. 
nomt of order. 
Vir. HOUSTON. 


ol orde r. 


The 


Chair overrules the 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it, | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam aware that itdoes not 
make much difference what the point is, but 
nevertheless L feel it to be my duty to make the 
point of order. 
it was declared by the majority and the minority 
of the committee that the proposed ré port has not 
been based on any meeting of the committee. A 
committee of this House, whether a standing ora 
eet committee, holds its sessions regularly for 

transaction of business, like any other de- 
liberative or legislative body; anda report, which 
is the transaction of business, must be investi- 
gated in the committee and decided by a majority 


‘The Manual says: 


Line 


of its members. 


‘A committee meet when and where they please, if the 
House has not ordered time and place for them; but they 
can only act when together, and not by separate consulta 


tion and Consent—nothing being the reportof the commit- | 


tee but what has been agreed toin committee actually as- 


sembled.’? 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


I object to argu- 


Argument is not in order. 
l am stating my point of 
order. 
The SPEAKER. 
question of order. 
Mr. SEWARD. I object to the gentleman 
from Alabama proceeding as he has done. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair will decide the 


in order to argue the question of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. IL propose to state an addi- 
tional point of order, and to ask the Chair then to 
decide it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOUSTON, From the statements made 
to the House, we know that this report was 
never adopted at a meeting of the committee. The 
committee have never,in open session, acted upon 
this report; and as such, the reportis incomplete, 
and the Hlouse cannot receive it. 

Mr. SEWARD. 

The SPEAKER. 


question of order, 


] object to discussion. 

The Chair will state the 
The gentleman from Alabama 
objects to the reception of the report on the ground 
that it is incomplete; the full committee, as he 
asserts, never having acted on it. 

\ir. HOUSTON. As the committee assert. 

The SPEAKER, ‘The gentleman has already 
made that statementtothe House. Itis stated by 
the chairman of the committee, and the statement 
is not controverted, that a majority has agreed to 
the report proposed to be submitted; that itis a 
fullreport; that itis all the committee desire to 
submit. The Chair thinks, therefore, that the 
voint of order is not well taken. 

Mr. SEWARD. What becomes of my motion 


to lay the report on the table, and order it to be | 


rrinted ? 
The SPEAKER. It is pending. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, obtained the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Is it not in 
order to have the report read? If it is, I call for 
the reading of the report. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Maine 
has not the floor. The gentleman from Georgia 
inoves to lay the report upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How can that be done, when 
the report has not been received? 1 make a point 
of order on the reception of the report. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion to lay on the table cannot be received. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 had the floor, and made 
motuon. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman is not entitled 
to the floor’at this time. 


the 


Mr. SEWARD. Well, ] would ask the Speaker, || 
very respectfully, how 1 was displaced, and the | 


the declaration of the minority and | 


The labors of the committee are | 


First let me state my point | 


The Chair will remember that 


Objection is made, and the | 
Chair will state that he is of opinion that it is not 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





July 








| gentleman from Tennessee put in possession of 


Its incompleteness has || the floor? 
The exam- | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will tell the gen- | 


tleman from Georgia, very frankly, how he lost 
the floor. [Laughter.] The gentleman from 
Georgia moved that the report lie on the table, 
which was not a debatable motion; and objection 
being made by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
[Louston] to the reception of that motion, on the 
ground that a point of order was pending and the 
report had not been received, the Chair stated 
that he could not entertain the motion of the gen- 


|| entitled to the floor. 


|| decision of the Chair? 
The SPEAKER. There is no appeal. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Bennett] appeals from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, then, if there is no 
appeal, the Chair having decided the point of 
order, the question is at rest. 

The SPEAKER. 
the motion of the gentleman from Georgia. Be- 
sides that, there is another point of order raised. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well, then I am out of 
order. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
a question of order. 
|| which I hope will settle this whole difficulty. I 
| understand that the report has been presented 


|| because there is a general understanding that 
|| there is to be a minority as well as a majority 
report. I make the motion now—I will not dis- 


tleman from Georgia, and he was therefore not | 


here, not as a full report of the whole committee, | 


| 


| 
1 


|| tleman from Mississippi has appealed from t} 


| 
Mr. SEWARD. Is there any appeal from the | 


cad | 
That fact does not renew 


I do not rise to | 
I wish to make a motion, 


|| cuss it—that the report be received and laid upon | 
| 
| 


| the table. 
| The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 
The gentleman from Alabama has stated to the 
Chair that the gentleman from Mississippi pro- 
| poses to take an appeal from the decision of the 
|| Chair, and that question must be first decided. 
|| Mr. SMITH. Well, I give notice that I will 
make that motion whenever it is in order. 
|| ‘The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
|| point of order raised by the gentleman from Ala- 
|| bama, [Mr. Houston. ] 
Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. 
| from that decision. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| appeal upon the table. 


|| Mr. BENNETT. 


1 appeal 


I move to lay the 


I have the floor, and I wish 


|| to the appeal. ‘The objection to the report of the 
|| committee is not upon the ground that it is in- 
|| complete. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| man to order. 
|| House? 


The SPEAKER. 


I call the gentle- 
What is the question before the 


objects to the reception of the report on the 
ground that it is inc lete. ‘The Chair over- 
ground that it 1s Incomplete. 1e 1air over 
rules the question of order, and the gentleman 
| from Mississippi [Mr. Bennert] appeals from 
the decision of the Chair. 


| Mr. BENNETT. As Ihave already remarked, 


| ception of the report. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. 
my point of order precisely as I made it. 
are two grounds 
Mr. SEWARD, (interrupting.) I rise to a 
question of order. 1 understand that there is a 





Is that debatable? 
The SPEAKER. 


| pending. 


made the motion some time since. 

The SPEAKER. He had not the floor to 
make the motion. 

Mr. BENNETT. The ground of objection to 


_ the report of the committee is not thatitis incom- 





Objection being made, the | 


plete, but that itis a nullity. By the resolution 
appointing the committee to go to Kansas, it is 
| Not provided that a majority of the commissioners 


| while we are ready to admit that the committee 
may rightfully appoint the time and place of their 
| meeting, in order to give force and effect to their 


| should be sufficient to transact business; and 
} 


acts, the committee must all have met and united 
in the duties they were required to perform, 


The Chair does not state 
There | 


| motion pending to lay the appeal on the table. | 
There is no such motion 


Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman from Ohio | 


to make a remark or two to the House in relation | 


| The Chair will state it. | 
| The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston] 


| that is not the ground of the objection to the re- | 





| 


| 


| 
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ee 

Mr. BINGHAM. I rise to a question of order 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the ren. 
tleman from Ohio to allow me to make a sues 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohi, 
having taken the floor from the gentleman from 
Mississippi on a question of order, cannot yield 
for any purpose. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 





ugey S- 


I understand that the gey. 
decision of the Chair. The point of order which 
I make is, whether that appeal is debatable? _ 
The SPEAKER. The appeal is debatable, 
Mr. BENNETT. I amnot making a speech, 
1 am stating the grounds of the appeal. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gon. 


| tleman from Mississippi yield to me for a mo- 


ment, to allow me to make a suggestion for the 
consideration of the House ? 

Mr. LETCHER. I must object. Gentlemen 
on the opposite side of the House objected to al] 
the suggestions coming from this side. 

Mr. BENNETT, (resuming.) I contend, Mr. 
Speaker, that the committee, who were authorized 
by a resolution passed by this House to take 
testimony in Kansas, were required to act all 
together; and that the majority of that committee 
had no authority, under the resolutions, to meet 


|and take testimony and present their report to 


the House. We contend further that that com- 
mittee was constituted and authorized to transact 
business. A majority of the committee cannot, 
without a formal meeting of the committee, pre- 
pare and present a report, and ask the House to 
accept it. I understand, from the statement made 
here by the chairman of the committee, that this 
report never was presented to the committee, but 
that, after the testimony was closed, the majority 
of the committee, in the absence of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, [Mr Oxiver,] prepared the 
report without ever submitting it to him ata for- 
mal meeting of the committee, called fur the 
transaction of business. The ground of the ap- 
peal is not that the ae is incomplete, but that 
it was never submitted to the committee for their 
adoption at a meeting of their body. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to lay 
the appeal upon the table. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman with- 
draw that motion for one moment? 

Many Mempers. ‘ No,no.’’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir, I cannot with- 
draw it. We shall never get through with this 
matter in the world. [Cries of ‘* Question !”’ 
** Question !”’ 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to put one ques- 
tion to the chairman of the committee. [Cries of 
** Order !’’} 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

_ Mr. McMULLIN. I dislike to be trammeled 
in this way. The Speaker assigns the floor right 
and left [Renewed cries of ** Order !’’] 

Mr. McMULLIN. Gentlemen, I am aware 
of what my rights are. [Renewed cries of ‘‘ Or- 
der!’’ and ** Question !’’} 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. The 
pending motion is to lay the appeal upon the 
table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
point of order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1am submitting aquestion 
to the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit a question of 
order. 

Mr. SEWARD. The other question of order 
has not been disposed of yet. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [am inorder; the Speaker 
has so declared; and if the gentleman from Geor- 
gia will keep quiet for a little while he will hear 
what my pointis. I submit this point, that it is 
not in order to receive this report, for the reason 
that the committee met this morning; that they 
adjourned until to-morrow morning to take addi- 
tional testimony; that there has been no meeting 
since, and no formal action on this report; and 
that it has not been submitted by the formal vote 
of the committee. 


Mr. SEWARD. We have 





Is it in order to submit a 


had that same 


question. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I am stating my point of 
order. Ifthe gentleman from Georgia objects to 


it, let him do so; but I must submit my point of 
order. 








on the motion submittec 


1856. 


sg rentleman from Pe ‘nn- 
The question is on lay- 
on the table. 

\ir. FLORENS E ‘Saas the Speaker decide 
int of order is not well taken ? 
EAKER,. It is not in order at this 

Loud calls to ** Order.’’| 
\ir. FLORENCE. I do not care for the 
r of gentlemen on this floor. 
ehter,|andcan talk asloud as any of them. 
BOCOCK. I desire to call the attention 
Chair to a part of the Manual. I will 


The SPEAKER. 
Lis oe 
] 


npea 


1 it. 
ie SPEAKER. 
sent. 
CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I must object. 
| refused my friend from Virginia to withdraw 
motion, 
| BOCOCK 
unt to speak. 
Vr. FLAGLER. I objectto its being read. 
Mr. MeMULLIN. I desire to propound a 
on to the Speaker of this body. Will the 
Speaker be so good as to inform me whether or 
committee who are now asking leave to 


It can only be done by gen- 


I want to read I do not 


ave had session since the testimony 
ed ? 
the SPEAKER. The Chair must suggest to 
renileman that both the question and the an- 


r are in the nature of debate, which is pre- 

d by the rules of the House. 

ir. WHEELER. I call for the yeas and 
son the motion to lay the appeal on the table. 
he yeas and nays were not ordered, one fifth 

‘the members present not voting in favor there- 


| 


The question was taken; and the appeal was 
d on the table. 
. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move, Mr. 

Speaker, that the report be read and printe d, and 

itso much of it as relates to matters pending 

fore the Committee of Elections be referred to 

that so much of it as relates 
other standing committees be 
+h committees respectively; and on 
that motion 1 call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER stated the motion of Mr. 
WASHBURN, Omitting that part relating to the 
reading 


CARLILE 


it committee, and 
matters be fore 


i erred to su 


] um to a question of order 
by the gentleman from 
Maine. first place [ do not think that it 
is parliamentary to move that any report be read, 
because any member has the right to have it 
read. 
he SPEAKER. The Chair has not so stated 

the moulon. ‘The motion is, that the report be 
printed and referred. 

Mr. CARLILE. Well, sir, till the report is 
received and either read or not read, how can the 

ntleman from Maine submit a motion to print 
and refer it to committees ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states 
report of the committee is received. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I desire to make a further 
proposition in addition to those which | have 
made. I wish the House to concur in the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Orr.]} I desire that this report shall be laid 
before the House and printed; and I also desire 
that the gentleman from Missouri may be per- 
mitted to conclude his minority report, and to 
present it within ten days, and that that shall be 
printed, because I know, Mr. Speaker, and every- 
body here knows, that we shall have no action 
practically in the House until all this tesumony 
is in and printed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. j 

Mr. WASHBURN. That is not in the motion 
which I make. I make the motion that the report 
be printed, and that so much of it as relates to 
the Kansas election case be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, and that so much of it as 
relates to matters pending before other commit- 
tees be referred to those committees, and that 
= proposition of the gentleman from South 

Carolina shall be acceded to by the House. I 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to make an 
inquiry of the Chair. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think, if the floor was 
assigned to me, that I am entitled to it. 

The SPEAKER. The floor was not assigned 
to the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewarp,| 


In the 


that the 


Why read it then? 


I am used to | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


for the reason that the gx 
had not vielded it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I made a motion to lay the 
report on the table and have it printed. That 
motion was interrupted by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron.}] An appeal was t a n 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, |Mr. Ben- 
NETT,} and a motion was made by the 
from Ohio [Mr. Campsett] to lay the 
the table. It was laid on the table. 
to know what has become “ my motion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
rentleman from Georgia, that when he made the 
motion to lay the report upon the table it had 
not been received, and there was a qui stion of 
order pending on its reception, and an appeal was 
taken, or about to be taken, from the decision of 
the Chair. Therefore, the Chair could not enter- 
tain the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, but 
stated it from the chair unconsciously, and not 
knowing that an appeal had been taken from its 
decision. ‘The motion was not in time. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 understood the Chair to 
state that it was a privil 

The SPE Ah ER. Th motion of the oe ntleman 
from Georgia was not made at the proper tim 
inasmuch as the report had not been received. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
the gentleman from Maine that the proposition 
which he has made is an unusual one. He pro- 


ntleman from Maine 


ge ntleman 


appeal 


Now I want 


on 


ved motion. 


I desire to suggest to 


poses to refer so much of this report as relates to 
the business of the Committee of Elections to 
that committee. ‘That is proper. But the gen- 
eral additional proposition to refer so much of 
the reportas pertains to the business of the other 
committees to such committees is unusual. It 
is usual for the House to refer documents, or 
parts of documents, specifically to committees, 
and not to leave it to the Speaker or the Clerk to 
make such reference. I would suggest, there- 
fore, to the gentleman from Maine, tha the mod- 
ify his motion so as to refer the whole report 
to the Committee of Elections. It will be com- 
petent, then, for that committee to ask to be dis- 
charged from such portions of it as, in their opin- 
ion, do not come within their jurisdiction. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Georgia is well 
taken. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I will modify 
my motion in accordance with the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Georgia. 1 suppose it will 
be in order to call for the reading of the report 
before taking the question upon the motion. My 
motion, as it now stands, is this: that the report 
of the committee be printed, and referred to the 
Committee of Elections. I desire, however, to 
ask the Chair whether it will be in order to have 
the repert read upon the request of any mem- 
ber? 

The SPEAKER. It isin order for any mem- 
ber of the House to call for the reading of the 
report pending a motion to refer or print. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I also desire to add to 
my motion, that the minority report be received 
at any time within ten days, together with such 
additional testimony as may be taken, and that 
it be referred to the same committee; upon that 
motion I demand the previous question. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I understand that the report 
of the select committee has been received. 
if it is in order now to have it read ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order for any mem- 
ber to call for the reading. 

Mr. HICKMAN. ThenI call for the reading 
of the report. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I[ desire to puta 
question to the gentleman from Maine. [Cries 
of ** Order !’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I rise to 
a question of order. I understand that, after the 
question has been taken upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Maine, to refer the report, it 
will not be in order to have it read. I, therefore, 
insist upon the reading now. 

Mr. HUGHSTON. I demand the reading of 
the report. 

Mr. SMITH. I insist upon my right to put 
a question to the gentleman fre ym Maine, or to 
the Chair. [Cries of ‘* Order !”’ and confusion. ]} 

Mr. ELLIOTT. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. KEITT. I move that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on ‘Thursday next 


I ask 


Mr. JONES, « 


tion I demand the yeas and nays 


f Tennessee. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered 

Mr. BAR KSDALE. Hie long wi take 
to read the repor 

The SPEAKER. It is i ; for the 
Chair to say 

Mr. ORR. Will it not be i der to have the 
report read after the previo ; ‘ hall have 


been seconded ? 

The SPEAKER, It wil 

Mr. ORR. Then I hope the previous question 
will be s¢ cond d, al 
to be put 

The question was taken upon Mr. 
motion; and it was not agreed to 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
that the 


id the main question ordered 


Keirr’s 


House adjourn; and, bei 


, tine 
mouon was not agreed to. 

‘The previous question was tl seconded 

Mr. SMITH, of Tenness: it in order to 
move that the House resolve itseli oO Com 
mittee of the W hole on the State of th Union? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not 

‘The main question was ordered to iow Pp 

Mr. ORR moved that t Vote dey th 
main question to be now put be reconsidered; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsid e laid 
on the table, which latter motion w i 


Mr. SMITH. Is it in order now move to 
go into the Committee of the Whole o1 ute 
of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to 


Mr. ORR. Is the 


testimony a urt of the 

report? 
The SPEAKER. Itisimpossible for the Chair 
to determine until the report shall hav read. 


Mr. ORR. 1 give notice that I shall ask for 
the reading of all the papers. 

Mr. DUNN. 1 eall the attention of the Chair 
to the resolution : appointing the committee, whiten 
expressly requires them to report the evidence to 
the House. That is the 1 

Mr. JONES. Isit in order to call for the read 
ing of the testimony first? If 
reading of it. 

The SPEAKER. The rule coverning the read- 
ing of papers before the House provides that 
when a motion is made to print a paper, any 
member has a right to call for the reading of the 
paper before he can be compelled to vote upon it. 
The report W ill be read at the} que tol th ren 
tleman from Pennsylvania, |Mr. Hickman.) 

Mr. STEPHENS. The order for the reading 
covers all the papers reported. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated the 
question on the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine, that the report be printed and referred. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I understood th: 
print to embrace the printing of the evidence as 
well as that of the report. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 
It is the matter on which the House 
judgment. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Does not the motion to 
yrint include the printing of the evidenc: 

The SPEAKER. There is no motion to print 
the testimony unless it be embraced as a part of 
the report. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move to reconsider the 
vote ordering the report to be printed. 

The SPEAK ER. The report has not been 
ordered to be printed. The gentleman from Maine 
moved that the report be printed and referred. 
Upon that the previous question was called and 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to 
be put. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish the evidence printed 
with the report. The gentleman from Maine does 
not state whether that will be done. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I meant to have the evi- 
dence printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That there may be no mis- 
appre -hension, let that be included in the motion. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I rise to a question of order. 
If gentlemen will go back to the resolutions ap- 
pointing this committee, the whole difficulty wall 
be got rid of. 

Mr. GROW. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman rises to a 
question of order. 


report. 


orde r to 


passes its 
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———— 


Mr. CRAIGE I will make my question of 
ord ey ofany gentleman. By the terms 
of » crenting the committee, the 

One to report to this House the tesumony 
take ‘ »to matters in Kansas. 

| SPEAKER It does not appear that the 
te ony hi not been reported, 

Mr CRAIGE. The committee are required 
to report i testimony tothe Houses The tes- 
timony taken is the only report the committee 
can make t vader the re solutions creaung it. 


Mr. WALKER. 


[ rise to make an inquiry 


of the Chai | understand that the gentleman 
from Maive embrace the evidence as part of 
the report. Sueh being the ease, [ask this ques- 


ion: Wien the reading of the report is called 
for, das 


notthes 


‘adine of the report necessarily 


mvolve the reading of the evidence taken by the 
committee? "To show the pertinency of my in- 
quiry, | read from the resolutions raising the 


i 
committee these words: 
* Revsolred fail 


completed 


her, Thatwhen said committee shall have 
and investigation, they shall report all the evi 


dence so collected to this Hlouse.”? 


{ submit whether the evidence is not the re- 
port to be and whether, when a 


calls for the reading of the report, the 
] 


made to us; 
member 
evid so necessarily read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already 
stated that 101s impossible for him to know what 
the repoitis. The motion is, that the report be 
printed uid referred. In order to the proper un- 
question, it 1s competent for 
ntleinan to have the report read. 

Several Members. Read it. 

Mr. WALKER. I put aquestion tothe Chair. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Phe main question has been 
ordered, and questions to the Chair, and replies 
to them, are in the nature of debate, and out of 


order. 


enee ms nota 


det tanding oft tiv 


any ge 


Mr WALKER. I havea right to put aques- 
tion te the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
rise to a question of order. : 


Mr. WALKER. 


ordet 


{ do rise to a question of 
[ submit whether, when the report is read, 
which report is on its face a mere ex parte state- 
ment, amember on this floor has not the rightto 
have the testumony on which it is predicated 
also read? 

The SPEAKER. 


knowlede: 


There is nothing within the 
of the Chatr to indicate that the testi- 
mony ts vot included in the report. Therefore, 
the genteman’s point has not a foundation to 
rest on, 

Mr. WALKER. [I can raise it hereafter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [make the point of order 
that under the resolutions creating the committee 
ithas no power to m ike a written commentary 
of the evidence taken before it. The resolutions 
that when their labors are finished 
they shail report the testimony collected to this 
House. A standing committee takesits author- 
ity from the rales of the House. A special com- 
mittee, raised for a special purpose, ts bound in 
itsconduct by the resolutions creating it; therefore, 
by the resolutions creating this special commit- | 
tee, it can only report the evidence which it has 
collected; it can report nothing else. 

‘The SPEAKER. The report has been received ; 
it has been stated to the House; a motion has 
been made that it be printed and referred ; the 
main question is ordered, and it is too late to 
submit the genteman’s point of order. Yet it 
does not appear that there is anything in the re- 
port inconsistent with the resolutions creating 
the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair, I think, prob- 
ably misapprehended the point that I presented. 
The Chair says that the report has been received 
by the House, and that, therefore, it is too late 
to make the point. [) is true the report has been 
received; L agree to that. But this question comes 
up now,and | make the point to the Chair, what 
is the report?) We made objection to the report 
under the rules of the House. The Chair and a 
majority of the House have compelled the Tlouse 
to recetve the report, without saying whether it | 
isa written report, an argument 

Mr. GALLOWAY. Is debate in order? 

Che SPEAKER.  Itus not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. What is the report of the | 
committee? It is not the report which the House 
autheriaed them to make. [Cries of “Order!’’] | 


fare express, 





THE 





ann 





Mr. HOUSTON. I know what ts in order 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alaba- 
ma is notin order in debatung the question. The 
eall for the reading of the report ts for the inform- 
ation of the House, that the House may judge 
what is its nature. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
information, then. 

** Read the report!”’ 

Mr. McMULLIN. [rise to a question of or- 
der, and it isthis: Gentlemen, you have just-—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginta is not in order in talking to gentlemen. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. The gentleman from Vir- 
vinia knows his rights as well as the Chair. I 
eall for the reading of the testimony which the 
committee was sent out to take. That I consider 
is the only leyitimate report that this committee 
can make to the House; and my point of orderis, 
that the Chair has no right to direct anything to 
be read tothe House, except the testimony which 
was ordert d to be taken by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair directs the read- 
ing of the report of the committee, not knowing 
what that reportis. [Cries of ** Read!’’ **Read!’’] 

Mr. MeMULLIN. No, stop! Iam entitled 
to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
rinia is not entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [rise to a point of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I intend to take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair on my point of 
order, and I will state it. 

The SPEAKER. Itis notin order to debate it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Ido not mean to debate 
it, but I intend to state my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
question of order to the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I suppose the Chair will 
allow me to state my point. 

The SPEAKER. It is notthe right of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to state the question of 
order, but it is the duty of the Chair to state it. 
The gentleman from Virginia rises to a question 
of order, and objects to the reading of the report 


They will ret very poor 


{Loud and impatient calls of 


of the committee, upon the ground that nothing 


except the evidence taken by the committee is in 
order. 

Mr. MeMULLIN., 
take. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
Virginia will correct the Chair. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


That is not the ground I 


I call for the reading of | 


the testimony, that being the subject-matter that | 


the committee was sent out to take and present 
to the House. I call for the reading of the tes- 


timony; and afterthat has been read, then it will | 


be competent to read the report and comments. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this 
time, unless the testimony shall be included in 
the report of the committee. The 
from Maine [Mr. Wasusurn] has moved that 
the report be printed and referred, and the House 
has ordered the main question on that motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit a point of order. 
With deference to the Chair, | desire to know 
if it isin order to ask for the reading of the reso- 
lution submitted by the gentleman from Maine? 

The SPEAKER. It can only be read by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Maine asingle question. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
man a question; and as it involves, in my judg- 
ment, the privileges I have as a member of this 
House, I regard it, and submit it as a privileged 


I desire to ask the gentle- | 


gentleman | 


question—or I will submit the form of the ques- 
tion as a point of order, whichever may be | 


regarded by the Speaker as proper, decorous, and 
not as infringing the rules which are intended to 
govern us here. 


gentleman to answer satisfactorily to me, when | 


interrogated just now, has induced me to ask 
him, and entirely in order asI wish to be, whether 
by his motion to print he means 


** To palter in a double sense ;” 
and, like the weird sisters in Macbeth, 


**'To hold the word of promise to the ear, 
And break it to the hope ?”’ 


If his proposition is to print one part of the 
reportand not another—if itis so, [ desire toknow 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











it. I desire to ask him the question, and [ try 
he will answer it, as it may govern my vote she 
the resolution he has submitted. {Loud and ton 
tinued cries of ** Order!’? *< Order !""] : 

The SPEAKER. §Itis not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. With deference to th, 
Chair and to the House I do not desire to yiots, 
decorum——[Renewed shouts of ** Orde; 19] 

Mr. DUNN. 


I call the gentleman from Penp. 


sylvania to order. I hope the Speaker wil! call 


upon the Sergeant-at-Arms to enforce order, 

The SPEAKER. It will be the duty of th. 
Chair to call gentlemen to order by name, and to 
direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to enforce the ry| 
of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit to the Chair wit) 
deference that I have yielded to his decision, — 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not jy 
order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, (at three 0’ clock 
p.m.) I move that the House do now adjourn, 

Mr. KEITT. I call for tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn of 
Tennessee, and Bincuam were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the 
ported—ayes 56, noes 88. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Virginia to withdraw his appeal, and let us 
have the report read. | hope that the gentlemen 
of the South do not wish io suppress that report. 
I think it is best to have it read. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw my appeal. | 
would like to have the testimony read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do hope that 
our friends will withdraw any opposition, and jet 
the reading be proceeded with. 

Mr. SNEED. IL ask the consent of the House 
to the proposition that no further business shal] 
be done until after the reading of the report shall 
have been finished. 

Mr. JONES. Let us proceed with the reading 
of the report, and get through with it, and then 
we can determine what we shall do. 

[Cries of ** Read! read!” 

Mr. SHERMAN proceeded to read the report. 

Pending the reading, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL, (interrupting.) I pro- 
pose, in order to get this report into the Globe 
to-morrow morning, that the further reading be 
dispensed with. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move to dis- 
pense with the reading altogether. If not, letus 
finish it now. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
of the 57th rule. 

The rule was read, as follows: 


“ When the reading of a paper is called for, and the 
same is objected to by any member, it shall be determined 
by a vote of the House.”’ 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. It seems to me that 
the House and the country will both be benefited 
by getting that report into the Globe to-morrow 
morning; and if it be delayed now we cannot get 
it into the Globe. I propose, therefore, to dis- 
pense with the further reading of it, in order that 
we may be able to read it to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
the 57th rule refers to papers in which no action 
of the House is called for. This being a report, 
which it is moved shall be printed and referred 
to committees of the House, it is the right of a 


s 


tellers re- 


I call for the reading 


| member of the House to have it read. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think we had 


_ better come back to-morrow, and take a new day 
at it. 


Mr. NICHOLS. Ifthe House adjourn now, 
will the reading be in order the first thing to- 
morrow ? 


The SPEAKER. It will, unless dispensed 


_ with by general consent. 


The apparent hesitancy of the || 


Mr. JONES. 
adjourn. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I move that the House do now 


I rise to a ques- 


| tion of order. 


The SPEAKER. Itis the opinion of the Chair 
that, a motion to adjourn being pending, no ques- 
tion of order can be made. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I shou!d like toknow whether 
the reading can be dispensed with, unless by 
unanimous conseni? 

Mr. SMITH. Then the Chair cannot enter- 
tain a motion to adjourn. 








ie 


1856. 


Mr. “ME: \CH AM. I wish to ask wwhethes it | 
will make any difference in the appearance of 
‘his article in the Globe, whether it be read to- 
day or not? 

rl ie SPEAKER. 
Tournal if not read. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the reading being 
jjispensed with. 1 should like to know how any 

ne could get the floor while that report was being 
read, and me ike a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. JONES. I got it by rising in my seat and 
addressing the ( shair, as the rule requires a mem- 
her to do. I was perfectly in order, and, with 
due deference to the Chair, it is his duty to put 
“ _ stron. 

‘AMPBELL, of Chio. I think the sug- 

gestion of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. H. 
MarsHaLi]a good one. Letthe report be printed 
and appear in the Globe to-morrow morning. If | 
le proposition is to continue the reading from 
day to day, and to embrace all the testimony 
led up there, then I shall oppose the motion to 
djourn. 

Mr. QUITMAN 
Onio to orde Pr. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, the 
quesuon being on the motion to adjourn. 
' Mr. HICKMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hickman 
and Orr were appointed. 

Mr. BARKSDALE called for the yeas and 
nays 

‘| ne yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided, end the tellers reported— 
aves 62; noes 75. 

‘So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
report be printed in the Globe of to-morrow, and 
that the further reading of it be dispensed with. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I propose to amend the mo- 
ion in this way—that so much of it as has been 


It does not appear upon the 


a 


I call the gentleman from 


¢ 


read be printed in the Globe to-morrow, and that 
ie House do now adjourn. 
Ir. HOUSTON. 1 do not see why we should 


be compelled to stay to hear that report read. 


Let it ro to the slobe, and let it be read there. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will it not be in order to 
move to dispe nse with the further reading? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
when the Seuss is to be brought to a direct vote 
pon a paper, it is the right of any member of the 
House to have the paper read. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw 
tion. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 

The reading of the report was resumed, and 
pending the re ading, 

Mr. STANTON (interrupting) said: I do 
not understand that gentlemen on the other side 
intend to insist upon the reading to-morrow or 
next day, if we now adjourn. If not, | move 
that the House do now adjourn. My object is 
to dispense with the re ‘ading. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not want any misunderstand- 
ing. I shall insist upon the reading of everything 
reported by the committee. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask that 
now, by common consent, the balance of this re- 
port be printed in the Globe, and the further read- 
ing be dispensed with. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, If the gentleman pro- 
poses to dispense with the reading, why did he 
not allow the reading to be dispensed with in the 
first place? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I did not object. My 
proposition is that the report be printed in the 
Globe to-morrow. Gentlemen will then have an 
opportunity of seeing it in print much earlier | 
than they otherwise would. {| 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object to dispensing with || 
the reading of that report. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I renew the || 
motion that the House adjourn. 1] 

Mr. HICKMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and WakEMAN were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- || 
ported—ayes 53, noes 56. 1] 

So the House refused to adjourn-no quorum || 
Voting. 


my objec- 


} 
i} 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move a call of 
| the House. It is not competent for the House 
to go on with the reading of that report with less 
than a quorum present. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
half past four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’ 


I move that the House 


clock, in. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespay, July 2, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain of the Senate. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Wasusvrn] to refer and print the 


report of the special committee of investigation 
into Kansas affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEE 

Mr. MACE. I desire to say that I am com- 
pelled to leave the city, to be absent for some two 
weeks. lLask the consent of the House to report, 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, three or four bills, for reference only. 

There being no objection, ‘ 

Mr. MACE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, report d bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; which were read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill to test the usefulness of J. S. Richard- 
son’s atmospheric telegraph; and 

A bill to amend the several acts relating to the 
Post Office establishment. 

Mr. M., from the same committee, 
a bill for the relief of James P. Flemming, of 
Augusta, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. M., also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of citizens of 
Crawford county, Ohio, in reference to the 
offices in the United States; which was laid on 
the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 


reported 


post 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 
Mr. VALK, by 
pursuance of previous nouce, 
for the better security of the lives of passengers 
traveling on the ocean, er on any of the rivers, 
bavs, or lakes of the United States, in American 
vessels, whether propelled by sails, or steam, or 
both; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


TIME OF MEETING. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, asked the unani- 


mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That on and after this day the House of Repre- 
sentatives will assembie tor the transaction of business at 
eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object, unless 
the House will take up and dispose of the resolu- 
tion from the Senate fixing a day for final ad- 
journme nt. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to say to gentlemen 
on the other side of the House, that if they will 
allow the resolution fixing the day for adjourn- 
ment to be called up, they will find no opposition 
on this side of the House to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 wish to say that I inad- 
vertently omitted yesterday to state that my col- 
league, Mr. WInsLow, was detained from his 


consent, and in 
introduced a bill 


unanimons 


seat in the House the day before yesterday a 


severe illness, and tna 


Mr. Morr. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


he had paired off wit 


| Aspury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 


House that that body had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

An act for the relief of John H. Scranton and 
James M. Hunt, owners of the steamer Major 
Tompkins; and 

An act for the relief of John P. Baldwin, oven | 


| of the Spanish brig Gil Blas. 


i) from t 
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Mr. HOUSTON 

sideration the joint resolutiot 

fix a day for the adi 
Houses of Conecresee 


Mr. MATTESON 


| move to take up for 
from the Senate, to 


die of both 


con- 
rurnment sine 


l object; and call for the 


regular order of business 
Mr. HOUSTON. I wish it understood that 
objection comes from the other side of the House. 


REPORT CF THE KANSAS INVESTIGATING 
COMMITTEER. 

The SPE AKER The quest on in ord 
moton of the gentleman from Maine, that the 
report from the Iwansas rmmuttee 
be referred, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HICKMAN. 
be read 

Mr. COBB, of 


ris the 
nvestuical gf « 


I demand that the report 


Georgia. I thought that r port 

was read yesterday 
The SPEAKER. The reading of the report 
was commenced, but not completed The Clerk 
will commence the reading this morning at the 


place where the reading was stopped at the ad- 
jJournme nt yesterd ty 

‘The Clerk accordingly proceeded to read the 
report, 

Pending the reading, 
twen ty minute ) 

Mr. BOYC E alae Mr. 
be an ssary 
therefore ask that the 

Mr. HICKMAN. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
Does the from 
that the entire report be 

Mr. HICKMAN. Certainly 
that was distinctly understood. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
interruptions. 

The reading of the report was again resumed, 
and was concluded at tw 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of 
that the report proper has 
be in order, | move to dis 
reading of the documents of the 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
Gentlemen would not 
dispensation of the kind 
of ** Let it be read Rail 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
| understood this morning 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hickman,] in answer 
to an inquiry of the gentleman from Missouri, 
{Mr. Puexes,} insisted on the reading of the re- 
port. ‘The gentleman from Missouri is not now 
in his seat. l presume he Is not here vecause of 
his understanding that the entire report of the 
committee was to be read. If that be true, how 
then can the gentleman from Ohio be in order in 
making the motion he has just submitted ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis the right of the mem- 
bers of the House to have those documents read 
which are covered by a motion to refer and print, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that 
those papers are not a part of the report? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not make 
any such decision. The Chair understands that 
the papers referred to are embodied as a part of 
the report, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania insists on the reading of all the report— 
every paper. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Lunderstand the Chair has 
decided that all the documents ace ompanying the 
report of the committee may be read as a part of 
the report, if insisted on. I trust that no member 
will insist on the reading of all those documents. 

The SPEAKER. The select committee has 
submitted a report with various documents. The 
gentlem: un from Ohio asks that the further read- 
ing of the documents shall be dispensed with. 
Itis the opinion of the Chair that, under the rules 
of the House, the members of the House have a 
right to have all papers read which are to be re- 
ferred to the committee, or to be printed under 
the order of the House. Is objection made to the 
request that the further reading of the papers be 
dispensed with ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say, for fear that 
I may be misunderstood in relation to what | have 
said, that I do not desire the further reading of 
these poner, I have not desired their re ading 


1e very beginning. I thought the reading 


(at twelve o’clock and 
this seems to 
lime, al d | 
reading iy dispense d with. 
I object. 

Permit me 
fentieman 


Speaker, 


unnec consumption of 


to make an inquiry. 
Pennsylvana insist 
read ? 

Ido. I thought 


‘Then that will save all other 


oO’ lock. 
Ohio. I understand 
been read; and, if it 
any further 
com Littee. 
[ Ob} ‘t. Let all be 


agree 


pense with 
read. 
yest rday to any 
now asked for [Cries 


I rise toa point of order 


that the rentle man 
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vas a fares { am now satisfied that itis a farce; | 
and I believe that the farce will only be enacted 
to its completion, if the remainder of the papers 
be read. I do not insist on the further reading of 
thie per I want it to be seen exactly who it 
vas st all along objected to having the reading 


of these ' dispensed with. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I prefer, Mr. Speaker, to 
ent my own views and my own sentiments, 
in to have them represt nted by the gen- 
other member. 
read has been 

I do not ask 


repre 
ratiuer th 
tleman from Alabama, or any 
The paper which I asked to have 
read. | ask for nothing more. 


that any other paper shall be read. If the gen- 
tleman from Alabama desires that the other 


read, of he can make his 
hes known. I prefer that he shall not speak 

r me on this or any other occasion. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say, in reply 
t gentioman from Pennsylvania has 


papers shall be course 


to wialt the 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order; but 


no objection the gentleman from 
proceed with his remarks. 


Alabama will 


Mr. BARCLAY. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
moves to dispense with any further reading of the 


papers. | ss eee 
Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 
Mr. HAY ae. I will make 
the consent of the House. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
itleman’s proceeding? 
Mir Hi \VEN. 1 do not desire to mix myself 
; business one way or the other. 
Mr. ( RAIGE. I call for the regular order of 


a suerestion with 


a sucrestion. 
This is im- 
important repert. 
hands at the 
know whether it 
ense of the House that 
1) nted at as early a day as pos- 
h the further sugeestion, that 
nm tog sts the vote rejecting the 
bill to admit Kansas the Union as a State 
be } poned u la day fixed, when the report 
‘printed. We can then go 
consideration of other bust- 
the day fixed upon arrives, we 
this matter with a knowledge of all 
facts contat in this testimony. 
The DAKE Che gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania cubed : oijeuiien, and insists on the 
further reading of the re port, 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the House will allow 
will state on what terms [I will withdraw 
mand for the further reading of the report. 
‘ir. CLINGMAN. Does the Chair decide 
iat a majority of the House cannot prevent the 


Mr. LIAVEN, I wish to make 
| do no W ish to be out of order. 
portant evidence, and a very 
Chey both demand action at our 
Liihiey and | 


would not be within the s 


want to 


into 


ne , and when 


reading of papers? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not decided 
that que stion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN,. Well, I understand that 


a member moved to dispense with the further 
reading of the , and the Chair decided the 
motion to be out of order. 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair has not heard 

»imouon, and has made no decision upon it. 

Mr. CLINGM AN. 
with the further reading of the report. 

Mr. CRAIGE. LT understood the Chair to de- 
cide differently on yesterday. I understood the 
Chair to decide that any ge ntleman of this House 
had the right to insist on the reading of the whole 


report 


Then I move to dispense 


report, and that the reading could not be dispensed | 


with but by unanimous consent. Now, when 
this committee has transcended the power given 
it by the resolutions under which it was created, 
7 reporting their views instead of the testimony, 

i desire that all the re port be read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the pre- 
vious question on the motion to dispense with the 
further read ng of the report. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I object to the resolution, 
and insist on the further reading of the report. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I wish to read the decis- 
ion of the Chair on this very point, 

day’s Globe. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will allow 
the Chair to state that no motion on this subject 
has been made before in the proceeding, and the | 
Chair has made no decision whatever. The 


It is in this | 


| Chair has stated that the report of the committee 
which 1s covered by the motion to print and refer 
must be read if the members of the House desire 
it. The Chair will refer to that passage in the 
Manual! bearing directly on the point: 

‘Formerly, when papers were referred to a committee 
they used to be first read, but of late, only the titles, unless 


amember insists they shall be read, and then nobody can 
oppose it.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
Chair if he does not recollect that on ye sterday 
I called for the re ading of the i 
rule was read; and 


then the Chair said that that 


57th rule ? The 


rule referred to papers on which no action of the | 


House was to be had; that papers on which the 
House had to act must be read if any one mem- 
be r insist d on it. 

The SPEAKER. The 
opinion still. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
which the Spe aker made 

Mr. JONES. Does the 
the motion of the 
olina? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
will understand that itis the duty of the 
Chair to entertain the motion there is 
objection to it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object to it. 

M:. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania insisted on the reading of the paper; so 
did 1; and so did others; and therefore the mo- 
tion Was objected to, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs to say that 
objection was not taken to the motion of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina when it was made. 
Subse quent ly the 
did object. When the question of order is raised 
the Chair will decide the question in accordance 
with the principles of the Chair’s decision of 
yesterday. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I raise the question of order, 
that the motion of the gentleman from North 
Carolina is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that a member calle ae on a vote on the reference 
of papers has the right, before voting, to have 
those papers read. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. 

Mr, LEITER. I 


Chair is of the same 
Let me read the decision 
yest rday. 

Chair then entertain 
gentleman from North Car- 


nessee 


unless 


would like to know what 


rentleman now demands the further reading of 


the papers? Do I understand that the gentleman 
from Pe nnsylvania [Mr. FLrorence] demands 
the reading of the testimony ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. | Isthis debatable? 

The SPEAKER. The appeal is not debata- 
ble, the main question having been ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the 
the rule read which bears &pon this question. It 
is, I believe, the 
House of course override the Manual. 

The Clerk read the 57th rule, as follows: 

“When the reading of a paper is ealled for, and the 
same is objected to by any member, it shall be determined 
by a vote of the House.”’ 

Mr. LEITER. TI ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr, FLorence] if he calls for the 


| reading of the testimony? 


1 
| 
| 
t 


Mr. FLORENCE. I do. 

Mr. LEITER. You do? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Most assuredly. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the appeal. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay the appe ‘al upon the table. 

Mr. HICKMAN. [I call for the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 


I move to 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I desire | 


to appe ‘al to the gentlemen who have made the 


objection to w ithdraw it, and let this subject be | 


disposed of. I apprehend thet ao gentleman here 
desires to consume the time that will be con- 
sumed in reading these papers. Those of us who 
objected to the reading of the report can make 
nothing now by having the additional papers 
read. They are very voluminous, and the read- 
ing of them would probably consume one or two 
days, and perhaps longer. I therefore make the 
appeal to every gentleman on this floor to with- 
draw objection, and allow the public business to 
be carried on. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I appreciate the force of 


gentleman from Pennsylvania | 


I appeal from that decision. | 


Chair to have | 


57th rule, and the rules of the | 





i 
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not insist on the reading, if the suggestion mad» 


by the gentleman from ‘New York (Mr. 
is concurred in a the House. I believe that ¢| 
testimony is, perhaps, important for the consid. 
eration of the bill which was defeated the day 
before yesterday; and if, by general consent, thy, 
suggestion of the gentleman from New Y eo i 
concurred in, [ will withdraw the objection. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman fron 
Pennsylvania withdraw the objection? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohjo 
{[Mr. Campsett] asked consent that the further 
reading of the papers may be dispensed with 
The gentleman from Pe nnsylvania (Mr. F con. 
ENCE J objec ted; he now withdraws that objectio; 

Mr. LEITER. Was it withdrawn with th, 
understanding that the House would agree te {hyp 
suggestion of the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam appealed to by my 
friends, and I now make an unconditional w; 
drawal of the objection. I do not desire to st ind 
in Opposition to the general wish of the House, 

The SPEAKER. Unless the objection \y 
renewed, the reading of the papers will be dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. BOWIE. I want the papers read. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know how the 
motion was submitted for the printing of the 
report. Leave was given to my colleague | Mr. 
Outver] to file his minority report. My desir 
is that all the papers shall be printed together and 
shall constitute one document. 

The SPEAKER. That is the understanding 
of the Chair. The motion of the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. Wasnsvurn,] as it stands upon the 
Journal, will be read. 

[t was read, as follows: 

“That the report be referred to the Committee of Dec 
tions and printed, and that leave be given to the minority 
of said committee to submit a report atany time within ten 
days, and to take additional testimony, and, when sub 
mitted, thatthe same be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions and printed.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. Be printed as one document? 

The SPEAKER. It will be so printed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. My motion 
was not that they should be printed together. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then if that be the case, | 
shall renew the objection to dispensing with 
the reading of the testimony wet all the docu- 
ments be printed together, and then there will 
be no objection. I have no desire to weary the 
House with the reading of the testimony; but | 
think that fairness and justice require that the 
reports of the majority and minori ty, toge ther 
with all the evidence, shall be printed as one 
document; and that, wherever the report of the 
majority is circulated, having been printed by the 
order of the House, the report of the minority 
shall also be circulated as a part and parce! of tiie 
same document. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the Speaker 
to say that that will be the case under the order 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already stated 
it, and will state it again, with the leave of the 
gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. PHELPS. My remarks were elicited by 
the remark of the gentleman from Maine. 

The SPEAKER. No difficulty can arise. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam satisfied, and withdraw 
the objection. 

The SPEAKER. No difficulty can arise under 
the motion, as read from the Journal, which is 
now pending. If the report of the minority 
shall be presented, this motion having been 
agreed to, it will be the duty of the C hair to 
orde r that report to be printe d; and if it shall be 


Havey 


presented in time, it will be printed with the 


majority report. 
House. 

Mr. SNEED. And it will be in time if pre- 
sented within the ten days allowed for the pre- 


Such is the practice of the 


| sentation of the report ? 


| 


the appeal made by the gentleman from Georgia. || 


I do not desire to hear these papers read, and will 


The SPEAKER. It would not be competent 
for the Chair to delay the printing of the majority 
report. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. DoT understand the 
Chair to say that the paper which has been read, 
and the testimony, will be printed as one docu- 
ment? 

The SPEAKER. As one document. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is it in order to offer a reso- 


| lution to print extra copies of the report ? 











WV 


1S56. 


The SPEAKER. It cannot be receive ede xcept 


nous consent. 


y unan 
“Several Members objected. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 


re 18 no objection to the request of the gentle- 


nan from Ohio that the further reading of the 
documents be dispensed with. 
fr. McQUEEN. If I understood the Chair 


correctly, he stated that the minority report 

would be printe d with the majority report, if it 

ame in in time. But w te the majority report 
letained for ten days before it is printed? 

The SPEAKER. ei is not compe tent for the 
Chair to detain the report of the majority of the 

smittee, if it shall be ordered to be printed; 

t ifthe minority report is sent in in time, they 
will be printed togetl 
the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The Chair has cor- 
rectly stated the question; and the resolution itself, 
fixing the time within which the minority report 

to be submitted to the House, clearly instructs 

Chair and the officers of the House. If the 
minority report is presented within that time, it 
will be considered as presented in time to be 
printed in connection with the majority report. 
That is the proper construction, and I so under- 
stood the Chair to say. 

Mr. WALKER. I confe ss that I have under- 
stood the ruling of the Chair differently from my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Coss.] I think that 
the resolution proposed yesterday provides for 
the reception and printing of the incoming mi- 
nority report within the space of ten days. J 

in de rstand the Chair now to rule that the minority 
ana majority reports, together with the accompa- 
nying testimony, shall be printed as one docu- 
ment, provided the minority report comes in 
within time for printing. Now, the question 
which I put to the Chair is this: DoI properly 
understand the Chair, when it uses the term 
‘‘ within time,’’ to refer to the time prescribed by 
the resolution for the OOo of the minority 
report, and that it will | printed with the ma- 
jority report if presente d before that time expires? 

The SPEAKER. It is not exactly a question 
of order for the Chair to decide. The Chair states 
it to be the practice of the House—and which will 

probably be the result of this order—to have the 
papers sent to the printer. It is manifest that 
they cannot be printe d within the time specified ; 
and if, before that time, and before the printing 
be completed, the minority report be sent in, it 
will be coupled with the other document, as one 
document, unless there be some insuperable diffi- 
culty to its being so. The reports of the majority 
and of the minority of the committee will be in- 
cluded in the one doc ument, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand from 

the Chair, that if the minority report be not de- 
layed bx yond the ten days, it and the ms ajority 
report wil ll be printed together. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis the understanding 
of the Chair. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I wish to make a statement. 
It isjust this: This resolution to print refers to 

the official copies for the use of the members 
here—to the rerular members. Now, I wish to 
say to members—all of them—that this document, 
the report that has been read and the accompany- 
ing testimony—cannot be printed and placed upon 
the table within ten days; and that, if the minor- 
ity report be mé ide within ten days, it will be in 
ample time to accompany the rest of the papers, 
and will be printed. 

Several MemBers. 
is right. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to understand whether 
the proposition about this printing has coupled 
with it the question of the postponement of the 
Kansas question ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no condition pro- 
posed. The gentleman from Ohio asks the con- 
sent of the House that the further reading of the 
report be dispensed with. 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. 


That is satisfactory; that 


I must object, un- 


less the proposition be accompanie od with the un- | 
from | 
I shall insist upon | 


derstanding suggested by the 
New York, [Mr. Haven. ] 
that objection, unless it be distinctly understood 
that the consideration of the question which we 
had up yesterday goes with it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky objects. 


ge ntleman 


ther. Such is the practice of | 


THE CON 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
reading will be now proceeded with. 
‘Read on!’ ** Read on!’’) 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Wh 
my appeal? I have appeal 
of the Chair. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The only object on 
earth that I have—I have no a in revard to 
this matter—is to save the time > House, 
w rors I think ought to be app ropriate nd 1 to - 
public business, and too much of which has be 
already consumed in this matter, as I think. 

I therefore appeal to my friend from Kentucky, 
as I have appealed to othe r members of the House, 
that, as no good object can be accomplished by 
the re sading of these papers, he will w ithdraw his 
objec tion. 


[ hope the 
[Calls of 
at will be nof 
the decision 


‘ome the 
cd from 


ln respect to the terms on which he 
desires to place it, my own mind is not satisfied 
that I should prefer that mode. I am indifferent 
in regard to it; and I do trust that my friend from 
Kentucky will withdraw his objection, and not 
force the House to consume time 
in regard to this matter. I submit to him, and 
to allthe gentlemen of the House, that, if they 
will cast their eyes on the condition of the public 
business, and on the time of the session to which 
we have now arrived, they will perceive the truth 
of this remark, that every hor ur of your time is 
necessary for the discharge of the public business, 
if we intend to adjourn this session of Congress 
at all. 


unnecess 


arily 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I withdraw my 
objection. 
Mr. QUITMAN. lI renew = objection. 


{Cries of ** Read!”’ “* Read! 

The SPEAKER state rs the q jue 
the appeal taken by Mr. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I a to state to the 
House, Mr. Speaker, the purpose for which I 
renew the objection. 

The SPEAKER. It 
eral consent. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I trust there will be 
no objection. Let us pursue acourse which may 
save time. Letmy friend from Mississippi state 


stion to be on 
‘LINGMAN. 


can only be done by gen- 


| the reason of his objection, and it may be re- 


man from North 


moved. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
gentleman will be heard. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I wish to see the decision 
of the House on the appeal taken by the gentle- 
Carolina, as to whether any 
papers can be read here without the consent of 
the House. It is for that purpose that | make 


I hope the 


| the objection; that that appeal may come up, and 


that the point of order may be decided. When 


it is decided I will withdraw my objection. 


| of the House 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state 
question. The gentleman from North Carolina 
moved that the further reading of the report of 
the committee be dispensed with. Objection 
being made, and Rauernen of order being raised, 
the Chair decides that, as the motion pending is 
that the report be printe d end referred to commit- 
tees, it is the right of a member of the House to 
have that report read. The Chair asks leave 
simply to make this suggestion, that according to 
the understanding of the Chair, the 57th rule 
refers to papers laid before the House on which 
no action of the House is to be had—as, for ex- 
ample, if the question of admitting the State of 
Kansas be the pending question, and a member 
should ask that the report of the 
investigation be read, the Chair 


the 


committee of 


| would decide that it was not the right of a member 


to have that report read, because no action of the 
House was called for on that report; but if the 
motion were submitted that a report bearing on 
that question should be read, it would be the duty 
of the Chair to submit the motion, and the ma- 
jority would have the powe rto decide. That is 
the Chair’s understanding of the application of 
the 57th rule—that it refers exclusive ly to papers 
on which no action of the House is had. ‘The 
Chair desires to say nothing more on this question, 
than to refer to the paragraph, already read from 
the Clerk’s desk, on the 94h page of the Manual, 
which is, that where a paper is to be referred to 
a committee, if a member insists that it shall be 
read, no other member can object. No member 
of the House can be more desirous than the Chair 
to relieve itself of the difficulty which is now 


| impending over the House. 
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; rell, 


| Edie, 
| Flagler, 


| Augustus Hall, 
| son W. 
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do not want to arcue 
itis not debatable. 


Mr. CLINGM AN. I 
me Ne suon with the Chair; 
I might have objected to the C 
oa r the pre vious que stion, as any gente 
might objectto my speaking. But,I only d 
to make a stat ment t »> the Chair 


hair y 
man 
sire 


° and merely to 


say that the distinction taken by the Chair 1s one 
which has not been taken by any one of his pre- 
decessors during my time here. I can refer to 
many decisions to the contrary ef The re 
have been instances where the question has come 
hive us in rezard to the President’s message, 

mmunications from the Secretary of the Treas- 


ads of 1 a 
ments; and where, in 
was made 


and other h: and public 





thos »- cases, A Mm 


tion 
to dispense with tl t motion 
mined by the vote of t Hiouse. Leould 
refer to many such instances if I were to lool 
back. But | mer ly wish to say now that it is 


was deter 


obvious to the Chair and to the House . at if j 
decision of the Chair be sustai d,it will put itin 
the power of one member to frustrate and delay 
the action of the House on anv question; because, 
if you have got to read the Pri sid nt’s messa 
and accompanying documents, the Patent OM 

re ports,and ev rythy rofthat kindcomi: 

us, it would be in the power of a single 1 iber 
to arrest legislation for the whole session. I 
regard it, therefore, as important for the Llouse, 
if it looks to past precedents—to the past action of 
Congress—to overrul his decision of the Chau 


I therefore take an appeal, and 
and nays upon it. 
Mr. JONES, of 
say that I hope 
dered and the de 
Mr. 


tate 
Ssiate, 


the yeas and nays will or- 
ision of the Chair sastained. 

COBB, of Georgia. | 
in reference to this question, that | believe 
have be n cd Cisiol 


cessors upon ear 


y ' 
mpty ae re O 


there is made DY your prede- 


‘ 


h sid of thi quest nn. L con 


nh Opinion accords W ith the ¢ 


fess that my ow 


ion now pronounced by the Chair, and { 
reasons stated by him, Ll think the distin on 
made by him is well taken—at least | can see at 
this time no satisfactory reply; and if the Hon 
comes to a vote on the appeal, | ve ) 
sustain the decision of the Chair. But, sir, Id 
not think that any practical object can be attained 
by consuming any more time upon this subj 

it the gentleman from Mississippi, however, 


desires to have a decision of the 
no objection. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, 


purpose of having a — ct 


tiouse, | have 


For the 
upon su st 


Iltinois. 


vote ainlng 


the decision of the Chair, I will withdraw my 
motion to lay the a per al epee the table. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair asks leave to 


state that, in his judgm« nt, the distinction made 
by him, between the reading of papers upon 
which action of the House is to be had, and of 
those on which no action is to be taken, coversa 
great principle of right. If the majority of t! 
Hlouse may, by a olenaté vote, dispense with Ux 
reading of a paper upon which the House is called 
to act, great wrong may be done. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Il desire to inquire of the 
Chair by whom the objection is made to dispens- 
ing with the reading of the testimony ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ke n- 
tucky [Mr. A. K. Marsuatt] objected, and sub 
sequently withdrew his objection. The Chair 

t rstood the gentleman from Mississippi 
to obj ec t. 
Mr. aur CMAN. 


The Chair states correctly. 


| But I only object for the purpose of having a 


decision of the House upon the appeal taken 


| from the decision of the Chair. 


The question, ‘* Shall the de cision of the Chair 


| stand as the judgmentof the House ?” was taken; 


and decided in the affirmative—yeas 175, nays 7; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, 
Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham. Bliss, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Broom, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cox, Cragin, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Dam 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, 
Elliott, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, 
Florence, Henry M. Fuller, ‘Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Samp 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas f. 
Horton, Valentine B, Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, 


Allison, Ball, 


Galloway, 





sere 
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Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, | 
Kennett, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, | 


Lake, Leiter, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 


S$. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, Mc- | 


Queen, Meacham, Kilian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Phelps, 


Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Rivers, | 


Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 


liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, || 


Stranahan, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, ‘Trippe 
Valbrndge, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader ©, 
Washburne, Elihu B. Wasbburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
kins, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, Jobn V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—175. 

NAYS—Meeers. Clingman, Humphrey Marshall, Quit- 
man, Ruthin, Stephens, Swope, and Wheeler—7. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. COX stated that his colleague, Mr. Camp- 
revi, had paired off upon the bill for the admis- 
sion of Kansas; and having been called away 
from the city upon important business, that he 
had paired off upon all other questions with Mr. 
Gatitoway until Friday next. 

Mr. MILLSON stated that his collearue, Mr. 
Caruite, had paired off with Mr. CHaFFree. 

Mr. DAVIDSON stated that his collearue, 
Mr. Eustis, had paired off with Mr. Watson. 

Mr. HOFFMAN stated that he had paired off, 
otherwise he should vote for sustaining the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. ORR stated that his collearue, Mr. Keirr, 
had paired off with Mr.Woop until Monday next. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that Mr. 
Lerener had paired off with Mr. Bisnop. 


Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, | 


Mr. SIMMONS stated that he had paired off 


with Mr. Foster. 

Mr. SNEED expressed his dissent from the 
decision of the Chair in the distinction made by 
him between papers upon which action was to be 
taken by the House, and those upon which no 
action was to be taken; but as the paper in ques- 


tion, in the present instance, was one upon which | 


all agreed that the House has to take action, he 
should vote to sustain the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. GREENWOOD stated that Mr. Tatsorr 
had paired off with Mr. Haran, unul Monday 
next. 

Mr. BOWIE. 
the testimony. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with 
the reading of the testimony. 


I now call for the reading of 


Mr. BOWLE. 1 will just state that [am obliged | 
to leave the House at three o’clock; and as it is | 
nearly that time, | am not willing that any vote | 


upon the Kansas bill shall be taken in my ab- | 


sence. If the House will adjourn now, I will 
withdraw my objection. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to say to 
the gentleman from Maryland, that if he will 
withdraw his objection, [ will move to postpone 
the further consideration of the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Kansas bill was re- 
}é cle d. 

Mr. BOWIE. With that understanding I am 
perfectly willing to withdraw my objection. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. What has become of 
the motion to adiourn ? 

The SPEAKER. It is still pending. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Then I make the point 
of order that the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio are out of order. 

The SPEAKER. 
The gentleman from Ohio is not in order. 

Mr. READY. Idemand tellers on the motion 
to adjourn. 


Tellers were not ordered. 


The question was taken; and the motion was |, 


disagreed to—ayes 63, noes 87. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. As the business first in 
order after the motion of the gentleman from 


The point is well taken. 


Maine, is the motion to lay on the table the mo- | 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the Kansas | 
bill was rejected, as Friday is the 4th of July, | 
and as the House will probably, in accordance | 


with its usual practice, adjourn ‘from to-morrow 
until Saturday, and perhaps until Monday, I pro- 
pose, with the consent of the House, to move to 
postpone the consideration of the pending ques- 
tion on that bill until Monday next. 


| 
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The SPEAKER. The motion can be enter- 
tained pending the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine to refer and print the report of the select 
committee, only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. GROW. [ am willing that the Kansas 
bill should be postponed until Monday. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will withdraw his motion, and allow the 
matter to be disposed of either to-day or to-mor- 
row. I should like to see the matter disposed 
of one way or the other; and I give notice that if 
itis postponed until Monday, I shall probably 
not be in the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state that I have 
made the motion with the consent of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories; however, 
to-morrow will suit me as well as any other time, 
and | so modify my motion. 

Mr. READY. 
ing the question until Monday next. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to amend by making 
the postponement until Wednesday next. 

Mr. GROW. After the statement made by my 
colleague, [Mr. Barcray,] | hope that the post- 
ponement will not be beyond to-morrow. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Inasmuch as action is de- 
sired on this bill at this time, I insist on the fur- 
ther reading of the report. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair understood that 
all objection was withdrawn to dispensing with 
the further reading of the paper, at the instance 
of the gentleman from Ohio; and that that gen- 


tleman had the unanimous consent of the House || 


to make his motion to postpone. The Chair, 


therefore, is of the opinion that objection is now | 


too Jate. 

Mr. BOWIE. . 
the first motion in order, to-morrow, be the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
admit Kansas into the Union as a State was re- 
jected ? 

The SPEAKER. 
motion to refer and print the report of the Kansas 
investigating committee, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Let the ques- 


tion be taken on that motion now, so that the re- 


portand evidence may be printed at as early a day 


as possible. 

Mr. ORR. I understood thatthe report of the 
committee had been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. It is still pending. 
main question has heen ordered on the motion to 
print and refer. The gentleman from Ohio asked 


the unanimous consent of the House to make a | 
motion to postpone the consideration of the mo- | 


tion to lay upon the table the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill to admit Kansas 
into the Union asa State was rejected. There 
was no objection, and the motion was received. 

Mr. ORR. I did nothear the request for unan- 
imous consent, or I should have objected to the 
reception of the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If I withdraw my motion, 
the question will recur on the motion to print and 
refer the report. 
then a motion to adjourn will accomplish all I 
desire. ‘Therefore, | withdraw my motion to 
postpone. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 


refer the report of the Kansas investigating com- | 


nuttee to the Committee of Elections, and that it 
be printed; that leave be given to the minority of 
said committee to submit a report at any time 
within ten days, to take additional testimony, 
and, when submitted, that the same be referred to 
the Committee of Elections and be printed; upon 
which the main question had been ordered to be 
put. 

Mr. QUITMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which his motion was agreed to; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 


EXTRA COPIES OF THE REPORTS. 


Mr. SAGE. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That two hundred thousand copies of the re- 


ports and testimony of the special committee appointed to | 


Mr. WHE ELER. 1 move to amend by insert- || take testimony in Kansas be printed for the use of the mem- 
ing ‘luesday instead of Monday. 


| bers of this House. 


[ move to amend by postpon- 


If the House adjourn, will not | 


The first motion will be the | 


The | 


When that motion is decided, | 








|| The SPEAKER. The resolution can only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

|| Many Memsers objected. 

|| ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that that committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles: 

An act to explaih an act approved the 12th of 
April, 1815, entitled ‘An act to establish addj- 
tional land districts in the Territory of Minne. 
| Sota; 

An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause the southern boundary line of 
Kansas Territory to be surveyed and marked; 
and 

An act to establish two additional land districts 
in the Territory of Minnesota; 
| When the Speaker signed the same. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 
| The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr, 
Houston] to lay upon the table the motion to 
| reconsider the vote by which the bill to admit 
Kansas into the Union as a State was rejected. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion was agreed to. 

‘The House (at three o’clock, p. m.) accord- 
ingly adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o clock, 
m. 








IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, July 2, 1856. 
|| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Deay, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


|| Mr. REID presented the memorial of James 
Taylor, heir of James Bigbey, a Cherokee res- 
ervee, praying that the heirs or assigns of Cher- 
okee reservees may be paid the value of their re- 
serves; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the memoria! of 
the delegation of Creek Indians now in Wash- 
ington, relative to the assignment and transfer of 
bounty land warrants which may be issued to the 
|, Creeks and Seminoles of ‘* Black Dirt’ party, 
| under the act of March 3, 1855; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. CASS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Hezekiah Miller, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on ‘Terri- 
tories. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of J. F. Caldwell, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was concurred in. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of Thomas J. Churchill, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 360) for the relief 
of Thomas J. Churchill, late a Lieutenant in the 
first Kentucky regiment of volunteers; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 


DISCOVERIES OF GUANO. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill to 
authorize protection to be given to the citizens 
of the United States who may discover deposits 
of gueno, reported it, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lask the honorable Senator 
if he has any objections to that bill being made a 
special order for some convenient day—not im- 
mediately, but say a week from next Monday. 

Mr. MASON. Notat all. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I move, then, that it be made 

the special order for next Tuesday week. 

Mr. MASON. I would suggest to the Senator 
from NewYork that, if he puts it off to so distant 
a day, of course we could not reach it until that 
day arrives, and possibly not then. I think, as 
itis a bill which is generally understood, and is 
simple in its details, that if it should go on the 
| Calendar, we might call it up at some convenient 
\| om more speedily than if we made it a special 
| order. 
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